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Preamble

Concentric circles are circles with a common centre. This image can apply to FECRIS which has rippled along since its foundation in 1994 creating from so few, a gathering of so many, today. It has also overlapped and attracted friends from the other side of the Atlantic who are particularly welcome as they see our combat from afar and their objective comments on our European efforts are greatly appreciated.
 

Because of their geographically scattered localisations and a general lack of interest from the political class, the organisation of this conference was an enormous challenge for our two Italian members, Aris-Veneto and Aris-Toscana, and our general secretary Mireille Degen, who, because she speaks Italian, was the main contact person during its preparation. The challenge successfully reached its climax in Pisa on 12 April, thank you! I should not forget to mention our treasurer, the speakers and all of you, about 140 people from 23 countries, who came to listen, to discuss and to think together.

Although we do not interfere with the views of the speakers, we nevertheless feel obliged to dissociate ourselves with some declarations made in the following Acts because certain ideas expressed are in contradiction with our own vocation. Some speakers are new to the subject and seem to be rather confused with regard to the difference between the declarations of certain academics and the motivations of a federation of associations, like FECRIS, whose main combat is to assist families negatively affected by destructive, manipulative cults and sects.

Although, according to its statutes, FECRIS is non-political, in the present troubled climate when the European effort is weakened by populists and separatist tendencies, we think that FECRIS, through the general goodwill of its members, is an example of peacefulness and pluralism versus totalitarianism. 


Finally, I want to thank all those who provided the financial basis for this conference: the French government, the Italian public Administration of the provinces of Veneto, Rimini and Pisa and the generosity of the organising associations who went to so much trouble to contribute. I hope that they will in one way or another benefit from the discussions in this gathering.
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Friedrich Griess

  President

Maurizio Alessandrini
President of the FAVIS
 Association (IT)
As spokesman of the Italian Associations in charge of the organisation of this conference, I would like to extend my welcome to all the representatives of the many European, non-European and overseas associations taking part in this event and to the illustrious guests who took up our invitation to participate.

I will try to explain the activity of the Italian associations throughout 2007, in particular in what concerns their claim for attention made to the Italian Government on the dangerous phenomenon of the increase of cults/sects considered dangerous to the individual and society as abusing organisations. 

Introduction

We are all well aware of the fact that these organisations are able to thoroughly condition an individual, detach him or her from their reality and the love of their families. They often harm the victims’ health, by negatively affecting their physical and psychological balance, they trick their victims out of their assets, perpetrate physical violence, and practise blackmail, abuse, frauds, and threats. 

These crimes are already punishable through penal codes in democratic States. 

But what we are focusing on here is a crime that they commit against the most intimate part of a human being which is often left unpunished in the majority of European countries; a crime against individual freedom and against self-assertion which in Italy is commonly known as subjugation but is should be more appropriately go under the name psychophysical CONDITIONING. 

Very often criticism – also supported by some political party – comes from both the academic world, that of “scientific researchers” and sectarian organisations trying to de-legitimise the activity implicating critical information and comparison of facts carried out by the Associations. 

This is of course logically predictable, but it may also happen that the people involved in the Associations are often subject to illegal investigations on their private lives and to even heavier intimidation acts, and they become the target of planned accusations from cultic/sectarian organisations which miss no opportunity to claim the work of the Associations as a sign of religious intolerance, accusing them of being, in return anti sect-sects, labelling them as extremists, even Nazis (…maybe they have looked at themselves in the mirror). 

The Creation of the FORUM 
In order to widen the scope for action and establish a real collaboration with the State, six associations have created the “FORUM DELLE ASSOCIAZIONI ITALIANE DI RICERCA INFORMAZIONE E CONTRASTO DEI MOVIMENTI SETTARI NOCIVI”. (Forum of Italian Associations for Research, Information, and Comparison against noxious Cultic/Sectarian Movements). The Forum has had to, as it is often the case, overcome difficulties and misunderstandings to re-establish and maintain its unity. Mirelle (Degen) confirms that such things happen also among the associations in other countries (it’s the same all the world over!). 
The Objectives of the FORUM

- Developing a cultural project in high schools and universities, to spread knowledge of the sectarian phenomenon in its various aspects and the dangers it poses to the individual and society. The places where culture is made and where new generations are trained and educated are the target of the expansion plans of many among the most dangerous sectarian organisations. 

- Urging the political world to adopt a fair law for the safeguard of the citizens, their mental health and their assets, to punish the practice of subtle conditioning. 

- Establishing public structures within the SNN (National Health Service) where specialised psychologists help victims coming from sects or abusing cults to recover.

- Organising Training Courses for justice operators - magistrates, police forces reporting for S.A.S. to Questuras focusing on :

“psychophysical conditioning: methods and consequences, with special reference to the psychological damage suffered by adepts” and identification of crimes occurring within the sectarian environment (violation of human rights). 
- Public acknowledgment of the social activity carried out by the associations which, among other things, are responsible for the preventive and informative activity aiming at effectively safeguarding citizens (which should be performed by the State); such voluntary activity is often, and we want to highlight that, conducted in precarious economic conditions and sometimes even putting personal security at risk. 

- Allocation of tangible aids to the associations by the State, through the establishment of a small fund specific for this kind of voluntary activity which up to know has always been self supported by means of the money coming from the salaries of those who work for the associations themselves. 

- Establishment of a fund for the temporary support to ex-members who have the courage to come out into the open by denouncing sectarian organisations, although they know that they will probably not get what they are asking for from the State: that is to say justice. This is the reality, owing to the lack of norms on psychological and physical conditioning. 

What is listed above is part of the document addressed to the political world and the institutions, called “Requests to the political World regarding the plague phenomenon of sects, abusing cults and psychophysical conditioning of adepts”, which was presented during the public promotion of the book “Libro nero delle sette in Italia” (The black Book of Sects in Italy)- as explained below – and at the meeting with the SAS
 of the Ministry of Home Affairs. 
Overview of the activity carried out by Italian association in 2007:

- 21/9/07: presentation at the press room of the Italian Chamber of Deputies of the book “Libro nero delle sette in Italia” (Ed. Newton Compton) by Caterina Boschetti, who is here with us today.

- Meeting in Rome, in the afternoon between the FORUM of the association and the S.A.S. Squadra Anti Sette (Anti-sect team) of the Department for Crime Analysis of the Ministry of Home Affairs (established in November 2006), of which we are hosting today, as representative, the first delegate to the creation of SAS, Mr. Giuseppe Carlesi. During the meeting, a memorandum of collaboration has been agreed for reports, auditions, and denounces; I have been appointed as mediator in the meetings with the citizens turning to the associations and representative of the Forum by SAS.
- Presentation on November 7, 2007 by the President of the Commission for Justice, of the bill no. 3225 for the introduction of “Art.613-bis of the Penal Code regarding the crime of mental manipulation”. This too followed the previously held meetings with the representatives of various parties. 
Unfortunately, as you all know, the Government fell and general elections will take place in Italy over the next two days. We await the result with confidence to re-establish contact with the politicians for we have received reassurance on the reconsideration of the draft law dear to our hearts. We will surely commit ourselves to make this happen.

To this we can add a large number of meetings, initiatives, reports, local and national summits for which the single associations have been responsible which, for time and space reasons, we cannot list. 

At a European level we call for the organisation of yearly summits of the Ministers of Home Affairs of all the countries of the European Union to discuss and exchange information on the results of the inquiries on the sectarian phenomenon in the various countries and to propose concerted actions. 
The EC cannot just be an aggregation of countries pursuing mere economic objectives, it is only right that it should adopt legal measures for the security and safeguard of the citizens, including a norm providing for punishment of psychological and physical conditioning. 

Once a manipulator (swindler) has, by means of the methods we know so well, established his or her dominance on another person’s mind, they have already sucked out everything from that subject, by violating the most precious and most intimate part that person owns, and they will easily obtain all sorts of favours, both economic and sexual, from this subject. A few European countries have opened and important path by emanating a law in this regard. Let’s make it possible for other countries to follow this example. 

Acknowledgments: 

We would like to thank the Public Administrations – The Province of Venice and the Province of Rimini – which have, through patronage and economic contribution, supported the organisation of this important international event. 
Catherine Katz
Secretary General of MIVILUDES
 (FR)
HOW FRANCE DEALS WITH THE CULTIC FRONT ON THE EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONAL SCENE
Since many years the MIVILUDES and before that the MILS
 have taken part in the FECRIS annual conference with very great interest. I have just heard the two preceding speakers who have shown that France does not have an isolated position on the international scene. 

You heard Mr Alessandrini. In Italy and also in Belgium things are moving. After having spoken with Mrs Caberta I gather that in Germany too, matters are evolving. France is absolutely not alone on the international level when it sets up a policy to fight against cultic aberrations. It should be recalled that we all belong to States where each and everyone has the right to his/her convictions, however weird they may appear to certain people. In fact it is against cultic aberrations that the vigilance and the combat of the French State are directed. . 
Why? Because the victims should be taken into account! It is the victims that are affected by the abuse of their personal freedom. Their freedom to come and go, their freedom of choice, without any undue influence exerted on them and it is in this direction that French policy has been evolving for 25 years. May I remind you that the first parliamentary report goes back as far as 1983: it was the Vivien Report which had attracted attention on the extraordinary amount of damage caused by cultic movements to the victims? Three parliamentary boards of inquiry followed in 1995, 1999 and 2006 and we are currently envisaging holding a 4th board of inquiry which could relate to the field of health. Is it necessary to recall that the French members of Parliament are democratically elected?

The purpose of the board of inquiry of 1995, "The cults/sects in France" was to take a photograph of the situation of cultic movements in France and it had then listed 172 movements. I will return a little later to the fact that this list caused problems at international level in particular, and resulted in certain countries stigmatizing France for attacking freedom of conscience. I shall explain later why this is not the case. 

In 1999, in the report on the enquiry "Cults/Sects and money" the members of Parliament noted that the goal of cultic movements, after exerting undue influence, was to obtain money from the followers, to grow rich. How? By proselytising in an exacerbated manner and also by infiltrating the institutional and economic mediums (and I am pleased to note that Mr Alessandrini also stressed this aspect). Vocational training has mobilised cultic movements. The members of Parliament had noted this in 1999 and on the ground locally, we also notice this at present, more than ever. 

In 2006 a third parliamentary board of inquiry related to childhood. It is a subject to which I attach much importance. There is the International Convention of the rights of the child signed by all the countries in Europe. This International Convention states that the child has rights. These rights pass through a right to socialization, to attain knowledge and to obtain the opening which the child needs in order to become one day a free citizen and find his/her place in society. This convention of the rights of the child is not applied in cultic movements. It is even completely violated in these movements. The members of Parliament pointed out those cases where children were victims and made 50 proposals so that the situation might improve and I should tell you that the report of the MIVILUDES of 2007 was in part devoted to the implementation of these 50 proposals and their follow-up which indicated that 2/3 of the proposals had been effectively implemented. The fate of children in cultic movements is of concern to everyone. 

Finally, there may soon be a parliamentary board of inquiry in the field of health. This would be extremely important because the damage in this field is dramatic, going as far as causing death. 

After these parliamentary enquiries, successive governments reacted by creating organisms to counter cultic aberrations: I will quickly pass on the cult observatory which preceded the creation of the MILS (Interdepartmental Mission to combat cults). At international level where the pro-cult lobbies made themselves heard, France was much stigmatized for having created this Mission. In fact this Mission also worked on sectarian aberrations but what was and is considered as important are the deeds which do not respect laws and regulations or which trouble law and order and all that in a context of undue influence. I must stress the undue influence, you spoke about, Mr Alessandrini and, indeed, as a magistrate it is really something which shocks me; it is the fact that finally an individual or groups of individuals hold another individual under influence to make him act in a manner which is prejudicial for him. Such actions cause an individual to lose all freedom, his freedom of action, his free choice: after all, if you decide without constraint to sell all your belongings and to give them to your neighbour or to your neighbour’s wife, it is your right. However if, under influence, and dominated by someone, you deprive your family of all their property, you do not have the choice of doing or not doing it, you are trapped by someone else’s will. It is against this behaviour that the Interdepartmental Mission, of which I have been the secretary-general for three years, is charged to fight. 

Then, in "Interdepartmental Mission of Vigilance and Combat against Sectarian Aberrations", each term of the title has its importance. "Interdepartmental" means that all the ministries are implicated in this work because sectarian aberrations do not relate to only one area: the Department of National Education, the Department of Health, the Home Office and the Ministry of Defence for the gendarmes (police), finally the Department of Justice to which I belong, are concerned with this phenomenon; the Department of Justice has a strategic role, particularly since in the last analysis it this Department which draws up the court orders, which sanction the aberrations. All these ministries have to work together; the combat against cultic aberrations is handicapped when information does not circulate. 
The Mission implements two axes "vigilance and combat": prevention, repression. Repression: that penal sanctions are applied for behaviour violating the penal code by cultic movements is one thing and it is normal. No country can fail to sanction illegal behaviour including countries which would be more liberal than France and are very critical in our connection. I will just point out what has occurred in Texas recently
, In this case there is a dysfunction and non-observance of the law and there the police reacts, the gendarmerie, and the legal system too - which is perfectly legitimate. 
This combat is essential but insufficient. It is necessary to inform the citizen and to form public agents – that is extremely important - even fundamental. It is at this stage that criticisms arise because some say "you make charges without evidence". Does the victim exist only because there is a penal conviction? As a former examining magistrate, I well know that this is not true. The victim existed long before sentence was passed. He/she may not be able to prove the accusation, the facts may have reached prescription, but the victim has the right not to go to court if he does not want to speak about what he endured any longer. This is a choice that he must have. For all that, is there a reason for the victim to lose the status of victim? Not at all. Would you say to the victims of the Order of the Solar Temple and their families that they are no longer victims because discharge has been pronounced by the jurisdictions? I cannot imagine doing such a thing. 

It is important to be watchful, to inform people, the public in general, but also to inform the services in charge of investigations. In that sense, French policy is original because it puts the pressure wherever risks of digression exist. I do not pretend that all has been done, despite everything there is still much work to do because it is very difficult to make people understand that an individual may in fact not be free. It is, furthermore, an area where one actually transfers one’s personal convictions. I must admit, quite honestly, that when I first arrived in the MIVILUDES, I believed that, for my part, I could not fall victim of cultic digression. I thought to myself "I have a difficult character, I have a certain personality and I think a minimum of culture and intelligence" because of this I felt I could not succumb to the risk. I know today that I was mistaken, because I have met people of very high intellectual level with very high diplomas, with very strong personalities, who were for years in a cultic movement. Influence has nothing to do with intelligence, with the personality; it is enough to be attracted once by a tempting discussion. The Family associations, the MIVILUDES underline the negative aspects, the aberrations and it is a reality which I do not dispute at all. For the lured future follower however, he sees only the love that he is getting, the promises of happiness, of love, of success (you have no consideration in your everyday life). "We will give you what you need to reach the top of your aptitudes!" and then the follower is subjected to influence and cannot react; he is caught. The investigators, the magistrates, find this aspect very difficult to identify with. Information makes understanding possible and thus to watch out and possibly to avoid cultic aberrations. 

Our Mission’s task is to inform the Prime Minister through an Annual report about the latest developments and about growing activities: we do not submit a report by just repeating, developing and following up what was said the year before. I think that certain cultic movements would like us to limit ourselves to that. That is not the case. What we do is make an analysis of the data which we have received from all the services, from the base to the top, by all the Departments and decentralised services. There is a very tight network on the whole territory with the departments, a network which is supervised by the police, the gendarmerie, and which carries information right to the top. All this information is analysed on behalf of the Prime Minister. This report is released through a press conference and I take this opportunity today to thank, very officially, our press attaché who has done a remarkable work of communication directed at the public and at potential victims. In our report, this year, we tackle the problem of induced false memories. This problem is also very difficult to apprehend, and I hope our report will make it possible for victims when faced by an investigating magistrate who does not know the problem to say: “I draw your attention to the fact that there is a service of the Prime Minister who has spoken about this question. Maybe you will not believe what is said in my file but you should know that the problem exists and has been analysed”. These reports are useful as they can be used within the framework of procedures and investigations. Last year for instance, in one particular case the analysis we had produced on undue influence in our 2006 Report was used by the investigators to allow the judge to indict, then place into provisional detention a lady guru (a woman head of a cultic movement). The lawyers told us that they had seen our Report in the file of the examining magistrate. 
Then we are criticized for not being academics or not having the spirit of researchers. It is no secret that within the Mission there are also people who work in contact with the outside reality, who are used to react with regard to the victims. Concretely, the police, the gendarmes, the magistrates, the social actors interact and then analyse these interactions in the interest the victims. The existence of the MIVILUDES is legitimated only by the fact that there are victims whom you here today represent in this conference. 

Currently, with the Health Department, we are thinking of setting up an evaluation of deviant cultic therapeutic methods which are used by many health charlatans. 

My role here is not to give lessons. France has a system which corresponds to its history, to its evolution. Finally, whatever system of assistance is created it is fine as long as the victims are taken into account. France is a secular State; therefore it has set up institutions which are perhaps not compatible for every country. What is important is perhaps to find at European level, a kind of minimum converging factor which would enable us to work together, whilst not changing anything to the different approaches which each country may suggest and which remain completely valid. Do not take my remarks as a wish to impose a model to you. 
There is no legal definition of a cult/sect in France. This is a small problem, often raised by cultic movements or their supporting media, but which is only apparent. Why not a legal definition? Here we differ with Belgium where there is the legal definition of the term "harmful cult". In France the members of Parliament unanimous with all the institutions working on the subject and in particular the observatory on the cults, considered that: 

1. For a secular State, to define a cult was to potentially limit freedom of conscience 
2. Because a definition would dangerously limit the term. Cultic movements have a strong capacity of adaptation and would seek to escape a precise definition. 
I shall now approach what might be possible with regard to European cooperation. 
When we say there is no definition to the word cult, does that mean there are no victims? No. The European Court of Humans Rights has not given a legal definition of what is a cult/sect either but nevertheless it takes decisions in this field, just like the French jurisdictions. In France, a certain number of cultic/sectarian risks have been detected. Undue influence
 is the first of these risks with regard to the problem of cultic aberrations. 

Undue Influence is always a preliminary when an infringement is committed, or when problems arise in a family within the framework of a divorce, or because of non-respect of the labour laws. Systematically the individual is placed in a state of subjection, under the influence of the movement or the leader of the movement. 
Then occur the break up in family relationships and many among you here have experienced it. The family can see in the follower’s eyes that they are elsewhere. They break up with their close relations practically from one day to another without warning. It is extremely upsetting to hear the victims relate these situations. It is also very moving because one sees broken families, ruined lives, due only to one person or one person and a movement. 
And then above all there are the financial demands. The victims are sometimes ruined. Their whole life and that of their close relations are completely broken. 
Here we are, in a nutshell the way France deals with this question. There are many other criteria of how to detect the cultic risk but those mentioned are the main ones. 
This "model", this way of seeing things is it exportable? What do we do at that level? 

For many years, the MILS, then the MIVILUDES really wanted to show other European States in particular, that they were not, what the cultic movements and their friends affirmed, attacking freedom of conscience and beliefs. Some movements exist in France which respect the rules of the game, these movements do not pose any problem, cultic or not. However, the presence of undue influence in any structure should be carefully vetted. Today maybe nothing harmful will occur, but tomorrow we may have new victims, it is therefore an element which has to be taken into account.
Why then is France criticized? Let’s start with that. France was criticized because of the existence of the list of 172 movements. To be quite clear about that, this list is no longer in use by State bodies because it is out of date, (it goes back to 1995). The MIVILUDES centre their work on behaviour. 

Then the MILS was criticized (Interdepartmental Mission to combat cults) but the MILS did exactly what the MIVILUDES does today, i.e. to fight against the deeds perpetrated by cults: therefore this criticism is of no interest.

And then, there is criticism of the Law About-Picard! However, this Law About-Picard makes it possible to retain an incrimination when the followers are placed in a state of subjection thus under undue influence. The term "put in a state of subjection" was preferred to that of mental manipulation. It is an infringement difficult to prove. I will not go into detail, but to prove the spiritual influence of an individual on another is not easy. Fortunately, it happens that certain leaders of movements are so proud of the influence which they exert and take such pleasure in putting others under influence, that they film themselves. Because these films could be presented as proof, judgments were passed. Although criticized this law was validated through all its stages. It was validated by the constitutional Council in France, it was validated by the European authorities who said that it was quite legitimate for a State to seek penal protection from digressive behaviour consisting of placing an individual under influence and making him ruin his life. Cultic movements complain that this is bad. Certain States, in particular Anglo-Saxon ones, are worried. But it is a law which is extremely useful and which is also used for other infringements than cult-related ones and that is important. This position however should be explained and that’s what we have endeavoured to do for the past three years, with the Prefect Roulet, and all the advisers of the MIVILUDES. 

We regularly go to Conferences when other States solicit us and explain our manner of tackling this problem. Many Central European countries have invited us. They are very interested in our way of functioning. We also go to meetings of the European institutions. Just a short explanation about the European institutions: cultic movements have perfectly understood that the combat is not only carried out on national ground but also at the level of the European institutions. I have to stress how pleased I was last year that FECRIS was present at the meeting of the OSCE-ODIHR
 in Warsaw. That was much appreciated by all. We heard the echoes from our ambassador, the echoes from Mr. Strohal the director of the ODIHR: all were happy that FECRIS intervened and that the voice of the victims was heard and not only were those of cultic movements who had come to complain on how States like Austria, Belgium, France, Germany and Poland totalitarian. 
There are those associations who were able to come and express the suffering of the victims of cultic aberrations and who could also do it in Strasbourg, in the Council of Europe, thanks to Mrs. Oeschger and to Mrs. Muller-Tulli. Really, it is important that you communicate, it is important that we communicate at European level. 
The relations of MIVILUDES with international associations and in particular with FECRIS are essential. May I remind you that since I first took up this function three years ago, I have always come to your conferences. Therefore don’t hesitate; there are four of us here from the MIVILUDES. There is a person responsible for health, a person who deals with the investigators (police and gendarmes), and finally a person in charge of relations with Parliament. Thus, do not hesitate to ask me if you wish to speak to these people and obtain information. 

Now, it is useful to explain France’s position, it is also good to inform on the position of FECRIS, it is positive to communicate on the legitimacy of our action but can we go further? Can one imagine a common model in Europe and a minimum point of convergence? 

I tend to think that this could be realised only through technical actions and aspects, like problems of minors for example. Once again I am personally attached to the protection of the weakest and the protection of minors is a subject common to all and which could be a point of entrance. Which country can accept that its minors be crushed, destroyed, violated, misused? Another possible entrance point is health. An evaluation of deviating methods, be they cultic or not, can make it possible to find common ground. Why not a European observatory in the field of sectarian aberrations? As far as I am concerned there are two ways of envisaging an observatory: the Belgian documentation centre CIAOSN
 and then other countries which have a more university oriented observation centre … 

The French vision prefers a concrete approach, founded on reality and taking account of the victims because that is what we consider important. After that, each country can have a different idea, and perhaps this vision is a little provocative, but I put it to you for consideration. 
And then an important point consecutive with the former one: the importance of police and legal cooperation. I believe that at international level it is necessary for the police services and national justice departments to exchange information. Cultic movements know no borders. To escape national sanctions they cross the border, from one border to another with an incredible speed: financial flows also cross the borders to escape tax sanctions obviously. 

And finally, at legislative level: there is our About-Picard law, and as a Magistrate I find that it is of great utility because it makes it possible to recognise the concept of undue influence and thence the victim of cultic digression. If, at European level, work could be undertaken which would permit that the various parliamentarians from the different countries, would plan to take this law as a starting point, the fate of victims would be facilitated by it. I heard you Mr. Alessandrini on Italy: really it is a law which acts as a recourse for the victims and for magistrates, which allows sanctions to be imposed for deeds both on groups and on individuals. 
Then to finish, why stop in Europe? Explain to Anglo-Saxon countries that our step is not an attack on freedom of religion and that the stake is the protection and the defence of the victims of those who ridicule human rights. We implicated ourselves recently in Quebec (our common language facilitating exchanges), but I am sure that it should be possible, and with the United States and with other countries who seem less receptive to our ways of thinking. 

Thank you for your attention.

Sergio Pollina

Author
 and expert
GOVERNMENT’S RESPONSIBILITIES IN CITIZENS’ PROTECTION AGAINST DESTRUCTIVE SECTS: ACTUAL SITUATION AND FUTURE EXAMPLES

SECTARIANISM AGAINST FREEDOM: IS THERE ANY POSSIBLE DEFENCE?

"Religion is an attempt to get control over the sensory world, 
in which we are placed, by means of the
 wish-world which we have developed inside us as
 a result of biological and psychological necessities."
Sigmund Freud
It is a matter of fact that sectarianism and fanaticism are growing global problems that appear impossible to be stopped. We’re not discussing today about any of its motivations. There is no doubt that these two phenomena are basically generated from both ignorance and somebody’s desire to wield power. The results are wicked and cause pain and suffering. All religious systems are responsible for this decayed human condition. Fanaticism and sectarianism both represent a paradox since they are the exact opposite of what rules generally teach. Religion might be considered as a perversion in itself. Briefly, I would like to quote something that John Stuart Mill said about his father in his Autobiography: 

“As it was, his aversion to religion, in the sense usually attached to the term, was of the same kind with that of Lucretius: he regarded it with the feelings due not to a mere mental delusion, but to a great moral evil. He looked upon it as the greatest enemy of morality: first, by setting up factitious excellencies, -- belief in creeds, devotional feelings, and ceremonies, not connected with the good of human kind, -- and causing these to be accepted as substitutes for genuine virtues: but above all, by radically vitiating the standard of morals; making it consist in doing the will of a being, on whom it lavishes indeed all the phrases of adulation, but whom in sober truth it depicts as eminently hateful”. 

We learn and cultivate freedom; it’s the desire of man to be able to be the craftsman of his choices
. However when he is born, he lives and he dies inside a system in which such natural aspiration is by itself considered sinful. It is easy to understand how human beings living inside such a system are deprived of the same freedom. They live in a narrow universe where generation after generation they spread a way of life characterized by an unquestioned obedience; where critical, free and independent thought is considered unacceptable. Failure to follow the predominant hierarchy means you are already sin enslaved! If we narrow our field of investigation to the western religions such as Judaism- Christianity, we can affirm that neither of these faiths are immune from this. The fires, the tortures, the deprivation of the liberty, the bodily punishments, they are all part of Catholicism and Protestantism’s heritage. This is a steady characteristic of Christianity as well: let’s quote Gnostics, Nestorians and Cathari and Irenæneus from Lyon’s endless list in his “Against all heresies”. Nowadays there’s a huge difference. In the past centuries, sects were supposed to reform Christianity from corruption but have far from ended his founder’s work. But they were spiritual workings characterized by spiritual motivation. The present religions instead aim to enrich through enslavement. I would like to remind this audience what the founder of Scientology said: “if you want to make money fast not do waste time then, found a sect!” What I mean is that religion, the need to believe, don't have a negative meaning It is instead what religious systems have done against these noble tendencies of man, that it is condemnable, and that has created the religious systems in place today and their further sectarian fragmentations.

Obviously we need to tighten the gap given to this intervention. That's why we’re going to talk about one of the main oppressive sect: Jehovah’s witnesses. Why them? Because even if the world percentage is low (6.500.000 adherent over a population of 6.500.000.000 of inhabitants of earth, equal to 0,1%) and in Italy as well, (239.000 followers over a general population of 59.000.000 people) it seems to affect a wide range of people. This is due to the huge propaganda they spread: they impose their faith door to door and this is very dangerous: let’s see why.

In the last few decades they have been brought to the attention of the public mainly for two reasons: their position towards receiving blood transfusions, and their strong objection to military service. The last one is not a problem in Italy where military service is not compulsory anymore , but it could become a worse problem in less democratic countries. They try to hide behind their aversion to blood transfusion as a kind of respect for the biblical precept, but it is not like this. They have a long history of bans: vaccinations in the 30’s, transplants in the 60’s and even the use of kitchen utensils such as aluminium or whatsoever: then, suddenly no more, without any logical reason, just complete, full obedience to the Governing Body, a small group of elderly, powerful people. Their attitude towards blood transfusion has been responsible for many deaths, especially children.

One of the most important cases is the example of Oneda’ family, whose talassemic daughter died for her parents’ refusal to give her blood, and therefore refusing to comply with a Court’s order. This is not the only example, there are thousand of situations like this, for example in Canada where one such problem linked with a multiple birth, is still ongoing. 
This is a really serious problem, typical of many sects. We are talking about the doctrine according to which there is a small group of people who are the power holders. This supreme power allows them to impose regulations and rules. The rest of the followers have to abide by these rules. Failure to do so means serious penalties. Hence a myriad of negative consequences, bringing damage to the person and their development. I would like to point out an interesting essay by Philip Zimbardo, a psychologist at Stanford. In his book, The Lucifer Effect: How Good People Turn Evil, he investigates the effect that the membership of a system has on “normal” people's nature. How on earth could a parent who loves his child let him die just because he has been taught that a particular cure is opposed to God’s will. According to Zimbardo the explanation is what he calls the Lucifer effect: good people belonging to the system are capable of something that in another occasion would horrify them. The system is often a religious sect but it can also be an ideology beyond which, what belongs to the “world” becomes non-individual, and then its life has no value anymore. It is like our goodness, our thoughts, our ideals freeze. This is what happens between Jehovah's Witnesses, who just happily wait for the moment when the entire human race will be killed off by God, people will drown in their own blood, will be dismembered by necrophageous birds and eaten by wild beasts, without their mind being touched, but in ordinary people’s eyes this is simply hideous
.

In keeping with the theme of this conference, then we ask the question: what is the responsibility of the State facing problems of this kind? How it should take responsibility to intervene, respecting at the same time those who do not believe in any religion, not judging ideologies but bad consequences? This is a complex problem, which is addressed differently in Europe. On the one hand there is France, with its long and unbroken libertarian tradition, on the other there is Italy, whose history is and has always been conditioned by an invasive presence of ecclesiastical hierarchies. Despite the Constitutional Charter, Italy remains today an almost confessional State, since in cannot delete a law dated back to 1929 regarding freedom, which for decades people have been trying in vain to reform and update with very disappointing results.
There is a need for legislation that protects human rights and human dignity from the serious menace represented by the active proselytism of the various cults and isms, but it should be carried out with scientific methods, which look inside of the real characteristics of each movement, particularly in view of the fact that the Italian Constitution provides a sort of convention, defined “regime delle intese”, a constitutional agreement with all those who request it. The system is inadequate, because it only ensures that the acceptance of the Statute of the rules is required, without checking any compliance that the current practice is actually followed within the same confession. It is legitimate, therefore, to claim that the Jehovah's Witnesses have received at this time the favourable opinion of the Council of State and a first legal recognition. In this so called constitution we therefore find a subversive tendency. This organisation is subversive because it considers the State as an enemy, inspired by the devil, and to fight it until final conflict in which - according to their apocalyptic vision - every State structure will be finally dissolved. And, according to their doctrine which they called the "Theocratic Strategy", of which there is no mention in the Statute and the official acts presented to the authorities regarding their beliefs, every instrument is good to achieve their purposes. They endeavour to weaken the loyalty of citizens of the State, with the result of dissolving the State itself, and the loss of confidence in its ability to work well, we can easily understand in reality what the consequences are. Under certain circumstances you must lie to the State. You may need to ask the State for assistance in your own life, but you do not necessarily need to give anything in return since it is an instrumentum diaboli, so there is to be no cooperation with it, even though they say the exact opposite
. In their recent past we can find examples of this unfairness, as Italian Jehovah's Witnesses have tried to introduce banned materials such as criminal papers by foreign nationals, of which there is ample evidence. The shameful crimes cover offences such as paedophilia and this religious movement spreads like a cancer, systematically trying to cover, even with intimidation of victims by their hierarchies. And finally, they try have a legal appearance exclusively to avoid tax obligations with the State which, at least in France, was harshly punished by the authorities, despite the fact that they retaliated with an impressive defence. They reacted, by creating in many nations charitable organizations, genuine religious orders on the model of Catholicism, to enjoy special status and entitlement to special exemptions. They failed to ignite their systems to achieve a strong position in England, because the British Government
 said that “Charity organisations have to demonstrate that they are in favour of the general public to receive these entitlements”, therefore they did not manage to appear different to their true selves. An example of such activities is their refusal to receive medical care or treatment for religious reasons. This could really stop them from growing into a major obstacle, and is an example of how a state can intervene to protect its citizens without failing to respect their religious freedom.

That is why, in my opinion, any attempt to oppose sects using instruments which are not there thorough knowledge and legislation, can not succeed. We have proof in the recent past: both Nazi Germany and the Soviet Russia - with their powerful repressive systems, didn't manage to stop the growth and development of their movement, and instead, one can say that it promoted the spread. This movement, like many others, is comparable to a cancer and should be treated as it is a cancer; its violent eradication does not solve the problem because it keeps producing metastasis. We should then ask a question: why in some countries they are almost non-existent, in a such insignificant percentage that does not have any statistical importance? It is significant that these countries are always those with a cultural tradition different from Christianity, for example Islamic countries. Their tradition prevents the spread of sects. So what is important is their culture rather than repression. Since it is not desirable any further growth of these different cultures in the West, which already pays for an ongoing increase in retrograde cultures (obviously, not the Islamic culture, but religious intolerance and its consequences), answer must be given through information.

The legislation introducing the offence of plagiarism was considered insufficient and therefore even deleted from the codes for its difficulties to be applied. Western countries are crossed by a fundamentalist wind that is really worrying. This is the case of the United States, leading nation in the field of such movements, whose export to Europe is the origin of the problems we are talking about today. One example among many is the case of Scientology, which greatly raises alarm even in a culturally advanced nation such as Germany that in some Länder has launched a series of initiatives to stop their legal recognition.

In America there is now a very strong fundamentalist push, mainly located in the Bible Belt, that is all the Southern states, that aims to reintroduce in schools, at every level, the teaching of creationism, disguising it even under false pretences of scientific Intelligent Design. Also there is the intrusion of the Church, and I mean that the Catholic Church, that in countries such as Spain and Italy through its powerful hierarchies, tries to influence and sometimes heavily influences the political life and consequently the public life of the nation.
To limit the spreading of these sects the Government should act following two different ways:

Firstly it should pass a law about religious freedom that is able to establish what the difference between a religion and a sect is although we must recognize that this task is not easy because the line between them is quite subtle. This means to gather not just politicians and jurists, but also people from the worlds of culture, science, and history of religions, basically people free from conditioning and with a wide knowledge of the matter. Their task should be to verify the possibility to introduce laws regarding mental manipulation to protect weaker people, even if I think that this type of crime has the same difficulties as plagiarism since there is no human being immune from society, culture, family environment and genetic factors, this is why is quite difficult to find an effective law. 
Then it should be introduced from the early grades in school education to the higher studies, a number of disciplines that make possible a real knowledge of this aspect of the growth of human societies. Disciplines entirely separate from the belief in the supernatural, but dealing with the fideistic phenomenon, as it really is: a need that lead human beings to look somewhere else for the solution to their problems. People should be aware of the risks they run when they give their trust to those who only try to get advantages from the power they hold and the main task of a state should be the protection of the freedom and intellectual growth of its citizens. 

I would like to draw to your attention to what Senator Udo Nagel said last year in Hamburg in his introductory greeting: «Your conference has two important objectives: To inform public opinion about groups that threaten the fundamental human rights and emasculate the existence of our society. To be informed and to exchange information is an essential requirement to protect people against dangerous organisations such as sects, psycho groups and unconstitutional groups. Only if people know the real targets of these groups can they be protected from them».

I totally agree with him and I would like to remind this audience that sects are very dangerous because they deprive people of their future and their freedom, the most important good ever. 

In conclusion, although it may seem out of context in a forum like this, I can make my own the words and their deeper meaning of one of the most beautiful lyrics of John Lennon:

Imagine there's no heaven
It's easy if you try
No hell below us
Above us only sky
Imagine all the people
Living for today...

Imagine there's no countries
It isn't hard to do
Nothing to kill or die for
And no religion too
Imagine all the people
Living life in peace...

Emanuele Nacci (IT)
Criminal Lawyer and Constitutionalist - Bari
THE ABROGATION OF THE ITALIAN LAW IDENTIFYING ILLICIT INFLUENCE (SUBJUGATION) AS A CRIMINAL OFFENCE: 
 Individual freedom: to what extent is it safeguarded?
Remarks, proposals – initiatives.

The penal norm identifying the illicit influence exerted by a subject on another individual has been ruled illegitimate and eliminated from the Penal Code by judgment no. 96 of June, 18 1981 of the Italian Constitutional Court, in the light of a clash between article no. 603 of the Penal Code identifying subjugation, and articles no. 21 and no. 25 of the Italian Constitution. 

Article no. 603 stated as follows: “Whoever shall exert his or her power on another person so as to reduce them to a state of total subjugation shall be punished with 5 to 15 years of imprisonment.” 

Hence, that put an end to the existence of a rule contained in the Rocco Code which, for almost fifty years had been neither tangibly nor frequently enforced. 

That abrogative judgement confirmed the violation of the principles of typicality and definiteness which a norm must respected as provided for by Article no. 25 of the Constitution. In fact, the absence of such principles, which are peremptorily fundamental for the norm, leaves the identification of the real acts constituting an offence to the arbitrary evaluation by the judge.  

The danger deriving from the discretionary power of the judge dilates the facts in the light of the state of total subjugation deriving from illicit influence by assimilating it to conditions of psychological subordination considered as fully licit and therefore accepted by the penal system. 

Moreover, also the proselytism of religious, political or other origin shall not be ruled out. The full term of psychic subjection surely did not help add further clarity to the abrogated norm, on the contrary, it made it even more confused and inapplicable. As for the clash with Article no. 21 of the Italian Constitution, the abrogated norm did not provide for any safeguard of the freedom to express one’s thought or of the freedom to free choice and initiative and faced a limit in the interest of the psychic integrity of the individual when it became a means of violent or subtle pressure through the subjection to someone else’s will achieved through mental manipulation models and practises. 

The problem we face is more relevant and serious than ever, as subjugation and its accompanying mechanisms are still a reality in the frame of interpersonal relationships. Real dangers are present in the field of individual freedom and particularly in that of the safeguard of individual identity. 

The aim is not much that of ensuring individual freedom, notwithstanding its fundamental and indissoluble character, but more that of avoiding the unlawful and subjugating power of an individual clash against the public power or, in more concrete terms, against ideology and common morals. 
As I said before, the problem is really serious, it deserves our attention and that of the social monitoring system; it every day represents a subversive application of the right to build relationships with other people and it would turn into an even more serious issue if not given the right attention.  

The gap which has formed inside the Italian penal system has, on the one hand given birth to the conviction, among the general public and public opinion, that the subjugation crime no longer exists if ever it did, while on the other hand it has managed to persuade those who subjugate and manipulate other people’s minds to persist in their perverted and unlawful behaviours with the certainty that they are running no risks and will never be criminally prosecuted. 

The devastating effects are to be sensed in the spreading, in Italy and I suppose in other countries too, of activities which are dangerous for the individual and for the entire society, carried out by single, evil, disguised individuals, and also by pseudo-religious practises which, with their persuasive and mainly suggestive attitudes diminish and/or totally eliminate individual defences thus strongly influencing the will of the people who get involved. 

These are tools which by now are verified, consolidated, and understood and represent the clear relationship of prevalence of the subjugating subject on the subjugated one. They eventually lead to the total alienation and subjugation of the offended person falling victim of the vicious influence by the wicked subjects. 

The individuals are deprived of their personal and individual freedom, they lose self determination, do not legitimate their own choices, their brains are emptied till they become of unsound mind; they become ill, and little by little they go and subjugate others, assume an obnoxious and unlawful behaviour which they would have never even contemplated to adopt.

What can nowadays be said on the safeguard of personal freedom? Or better, to what extent is the individual protected nowadays? I dare say there is hardly any safeguard here. Instead, our meeting must reach the object of stimulating the relevant State bodies and the sleeping authorities to safeguard the human being and his/her freedoms. The status-libertatis must be guaranteed as the complex of free choice and the punishment of all those behaviours resulting into a De Iure or De Facto reification of the people and therefore into a substantial annihilation of the personality. 

The personal freedom provided for in Article no. 13 of the Italian Constitution is, as we all know, one of the fundamental and inviolable freedoms. Its safeguard comes before and influences all other civil and political liberties; furthermore aggressions directed against the status-libertatis deny the centrality of the human being. 

Subjugating persons are facilitated in their behaviours by the incapability of the judicial interventions which do not have normative instruments at their disposal, able to tangibly identify subjugation and be therefore incriminate subjects perpetrating it. 

These are free to make as many victims as they wish, thus suffocating freedoms provided for in the Italian Constitution. Victims turn into slaves! In this regard the European Parliament has repeatedly expressed its recommendations, showing sensitivity towards the diffusion of the sectarian phenomenon and of subjugating persons; it has called for the European Governments to be vigilant and provide the appropriate tools to eradicate such plague.

I believe I am also speaking your mind, as you surely are disappointed about the defective approach of our Governments and their inaction. I am also convinced that the condition of a free human being subjugated by someone else’s will can be compared to enslavement. 

There is not time to waste; we should require even tougher legislative actions; launch popular initiatives, quick and effective petitions. Tools able to, in my view, eradicate and eliminate such behaviours which are destroying our liberties and frustrating our individual choices. 

From this point of view the European Convention signed in Geneva in 1956, additional to others, helps us. By collecting the structure of previous, non-enforced conventions, it provided a remarkable contribution to the definition of subjugating behaviours and made it possible to consider them tantamount to conditions of slavery. 

I am also aware that this analogy cannot be applied to the penal field, however, the contents of the Convention stress that the slavery we are talking about is not De Iure but instead De Facto. 

The convention reasserted the link to the principle of the imperative character of the penal norm; it provided a detailed list of cases, among which, the most specific one included the practises comparable to the reduction to slavery into the category of subjugation, therefore offering a substantial aid in the identification of the appropriate penal norm to fill the existing gap.  

The convention reaches the conclusion that De-facto conditions, notwithstanding the lack of written rules, can be compared to situations which can, on the basis of praxis, traditions, and environmental factors reduce a person at someone else’s full and exclusive service, thus assuming a total alienation of the intimate will. 

Such interpretation was definitely endorsed by the United Penal Sections of the Supreme Court of Italy which, through its resolution no. 261 of 1997 confirmed the existence of conditions comparable to slavery which can occur not only in situations De Iure but also in any situation De Facto, so as to identify the exclusive subjection to someone else’s will equal to that of the slave to his master. 
Such jurisprudential clarity would further help judges incriminate more reliably and with more certainty, the behaviours of these subjects who, by taking over the psychological and physical health of the subjugated victims, destroy and annihilate human being and get off uncharged.

It is therefore our duty to say “stop” to these suffocations, this slavery; let us induce our Authorities, through initiatives and proposals, to draw up laws to safeguard individual liberties; let us submit draft bills to fill the normative gap. 
By doing so, judges will have appropriate juridical tools at their disposal to incriminate those subjects who are still spreading subjugating activities, practising manipulation of other people’s minds, and who keep on getting off unpunished. 

From here rises our invitation to the relevant authorities to avoid the existing ambiguities and the evasion of their duties and set tools for the safeguard of personal freedom. 

Today, with our commitment and contribution we must fling windows onto the outer world wide open; let warmth, love, hope into the homes in particular of those families who are in anguish and pain owing to the loss of their sons and daughters who are still subjugated and subject to conditioning and psychological manipulation and let the certainty of them being still loved reach their souls. 

Preliminary Remarks on the legislative Proposal 

------------------------------

It would be appropriate to discuss and deepen a number of aspects to be found in the decision by the Supreme Court as they are useful for the proposal of the new criminal norm. At the basis of the identification of criminal facts the principles of peremptoriness, precision, and definiteness must be considered, which must accompany penal norms with the aim of avoiding arbitrary power in the enforcement of measures which limit the individual freedom and, secondly, granting judges the possibility to act as legislators. 

The penal norm must therefore concretely identify the criminal act presenting specific features and easily identifiable parameters, with the consequence of issuing an ultimate judgement determining the correspondence of the illicit fact with the sanction applicable. Specific parameters are needed to identify illicit practises and modus operandi which can be directly linked to the penal norm. 
If this is not the case, then the concept of the causal relation between the fact and the behaviour of the subject is not applicable. Nowadays it is therefore compulsory for the legislator to draft conceptually precise and clear norms with intelligible words referring to facts traceable in reality. 

The abrogative Article no. 603 is a clear example of an imprecise norm, to which an objective, rational, and consistent content could not be attached, for it did not identify a real psychological dependence of a human being on another. We must avoid that such conditions of non-applicability feature in the new norm. In this regard I have taken the liberty to elaborate a draft of a legislative proposal which I would like to submit to your attention.    
Draft of a legislative Proposal

As expert of the Italian Penal Law I would suggest this research, leaving room for possible suggestions and amendments, to fill the existing gap. I would add Article 600 octies (psychological manipulation) to Title XII, Indent II, section I of Book II of the Penal Code, with the following content: 

1) Unless the fact constitutes a more serious offence, whoever shall, through violence, threats, suggestions, or any other means, manipulate, condition, and suppress someone else’s autonomy or determination until reducing them to such a state in which individual freedom is excluded or so greatly reduced to the extent that the person is subject to the exclusive will of the perpetrator, shall be punished with 4 to 10 years of imprisonment; 

2)  Whenever the fact is committed inside a group promoting the activities indicated in paragraph one, with the aim of establishing or exploiting psychological or physical dependence of the people participation also when voluntarily, the punishment indicated in paragraph one shall be considered increased by one third;

3) Shall the facts indicated in paragraphs 1 and 2 be committed to the detriment of people under 18 years of age or people of unsound mind, also when such condition is temporary, the punishment shall not be less than 10 years. 

Therefore the resulting penal norm would have the following requisites:

1) Offence whose perpetration is determined by the occurrence of the criminal event in which the identification of tangible conditions which may be included into the definition is left to the judge who is not bound to the verification of specific executive ways of conduct, or of specific material features, but has the only duty of verifying that the event is amenable to those acts and practises which are appropriate and not ambiguous with regard to the incriminating behaviour;

2) Necessarily purposeful Offence;

3) Possibly collective Offence;

4) Specific intent Offence;

5) Attempt may also constitute an offence;

6) Damaging Offence as it postulates the actual establishment of a servile state of subjection;

7) As for committing, it shall be included into the voluntary termination of the practises keeping the person into a state of subjection. 

                                                                         Emanuele Nacci

Criminal Lawyer and Constitutionalist

                                                                         Bari-Italy

Peter Pitzinger (AT)
Head of Landesstelle für Sektenfragen
Federal Department for Environment, Youth and Family (ministerial office), general secretary of the Austrian Family Federation, since 1993 at the office of the regional government of Lower Austria as regional family official (leader of the family section of Lower Austria), since 1997 also cult consulting official of the region. Since 2004 common representative of the Austrian regions for family concerns.

OBSERVATION OF RELIGIOUS GROUPS BY THE STATE AND FREEDOM OF RELIGION
Presentation of the Austrian Model.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

thank you for giving me the possibility of contributing to the annual conference of FECRIS with my short intervention on the conflict between the observation of religious groups by the State and religious freedom.

Allow me first to introduce myself: I am a jurist and since more than 20 years I work in that branch of politics concerned with family matters. Since 1993, I am the leader of the section responsible for family matters in the regional government of Lower Austria, competent among other things for family support and child care. Lower Austria is the largest region of Austria. Very early I was confronted with the problem that cults hurt families and the government of Lower Austria organised conferences giving information on this subject. In 1997, a small separate section was created, the “Landesstelle für Sektenfragen” (regional office for sectarian questions) which I head besides my other occupations.

In my intervention, I want to speak about the constitutional basis, about the dangers arising from cults, about the question of what is a religion, and about the organisations permitted to observe religious groups. I think it is important to treat those subjects also from the point of view of religious freedom, because very often religious freedom is abused by problematic groups and cults. 

Freedom of belief, conscience and confession as well as the right to practise religion have a great tradition in Austria. Those rights were already granted 1867 for the first time in the constitution which is still in use. After the First World War, the contract of St. Germain laid the basic rights for the public practise of religion. But the main source of religious freedom is the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), which since 1964 in Austria is applied by the constitution. You certainly know article 9 of the ECHR that provides for freedom of thought, conscience and religion. In this text, also various kinds of functions are listed, i.e. divine service, education and regarding religious habits. But of course this freedom is not without limits. Limits may be set by laws that in a democratic society are required to preserve public security, public order, morality, and the protection of rights and freedoms of others. This was recently pointed out by recommendation 1804 of the Council of Europe of 29 June 2007.

In Austria, religious groups have three possibilities to establish themselves as communities: as „a recognised church and religious society”, as “a registered religious confessional community” or as a normal association.

To be a recognised as a church has advantages i.e. the recognition as corporation under public law with several privileges: tax exemption, transmission time in public radio and television, the right to establish schools, to have teachers of religion in public schools, etc.

At present, 13 churches and religious societies are recognised in Austria:

· Roman Catholic church

· Protestant church (Lutheran and Reformed)

· Old Catholic church 

· Syrian Orthodox Church

· Israeli religious society

· Islam

· Methodist Church in Austria 

· Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Days Saints (Mormons)

· Greek Oriental Church

· Armenian Apostolic church

· New Apostolic church in Austria

· Austrian Buddhist religious society

· Coptic-Orthodox church

I want to point out that the Islam is recognised since the days of the monarchy (1912). Recognition of the Mormons in 1955 was obviously a farewell present to the Americans and the Care packets from the US State of Utah during the occupation after World War 2.

Of course that legal position is attractive, therefore also other communities want to obtain this status. After many years of quarrels with the Austrian Constitutional Court, the Jehovah’s Witnesses were close to recognition. The legislator reacted and in 1998 created an additional hurdle, the legal form of a “religious confessional community” as a corporation of private law. Now there are concrete prerequisites to be fulfilled. Some problematic associations such as Scientology and Sahaja Yoga were unable to comply with them and had to withdraw their applications. For those groups, the legal form of association may be applied.

What are now the hurdles that have been established? Applications have to prove that at least 300 members exist and must provide information about the doctrine, the statutes and the way of financing. However the reasons for refusal are very important as they lead us directly to the cult problem.

Legal status must be refused if requested, in relation to the doctrine or its application, for the protection of the interests of public security, public order, health and morality or for the protection of the rights and freedoms of others, interests that are normal in a democratic society, especially in the case of challenge to illegal and punishable activities, in the case of obstacles to the psychological development of youngsters, in case of violation of psychological integrity and of the application of psychotherapeutic methods, especially in order to convert people.

You will notice that herewith the hurdles of article 9 ECHR have been accurately applied. If religious communities implement those conditions, they get a “quality seal” from the State. The following 10 confessional communities have been registered in the meantime:
· Baha‘i religious society Austria

· Federation of Baptist communities in Austria 

· Federation of evangelical communities in Austria

· The Christian community – movement for religious renewal

· Free Christian community/Pentecostal community

· Jehovah’s Witnesses

· Church of the Seventh’s Day Adventists

· Hindu religious society

· Mennonite free church Austria 

· Pentecostal community of God in Austria

If those groups now want to be recognised, they must fulfil further prerequisites, for example a minimum number if adherents (2 per mille of the Austrian population), existing since 10 years as a confessional community and a “positive basic attitude towards society and State”. This particular point on the positive basic attitude, is crucial, because within a few weeks, the Jehovah’s Witnesses are allowed to apply for recognition, because they have the required number of adherents and are a confessional community since 1998.

We see how by these regulations the chaff is separated from the wheat. Many groups already fail at the first hurdle, for example Scientology and smaller groups with Hindu background
(classical “cults” and “youth religions”). Some others may fail the second hurdle.

But how can the cult authority decide that a positive basic attitude towards State and society exists and that the financial means are only used for religious purpose? The authority can only judge if it has information about the groups. However, information needs observation. Observation may be done by public authorities, but also by private and ecclesiastic cult information offices. According to our Constitutional Court, the religious communities must accept this observation with respect to dangerous facts. Only the recognised churches and religious societies have to have their own internal administration and autonomy.

The Austrian Nationalrat [the first chamber of parliament] has opted several times for increased information and educational work about the dangers of cults. Finally, in 1998, as a result of those efforts, a law was made to establish the Bundesstelle für Sektenfragen [Federal office for sectarian questions]. The reason for the establishment by law was not at least the observation of basic legal requirements of the ECHR. Recognised churches are not touched by this law, they will not be observed. 
The task of the federal office for sectarian questions is to document and inform about the dangers that may arise from cults or from cult like activities. This is done by collection of information, consulting concerned people, cooperation with other offices, and by research projects.

Those dangers must threaten:

1. the life or the physical or psychological health of people

2. the free development of the human personality, including free entrance to and exit from religious or ideological communities,

3. the integrity of family life,

4. the property or financial autonomy of people, or

5. the free spiritual and physical development of children and youngsters.

Herewith, there is also a good definition of the notion “cult”. 

Cults are religious or ideological communities or activities from which the named dangers may arise. It is important to note that not only the activities of “faith” are crucial, but there also may exist other motivations behind the dangers, for example political or economical goals. In any case attention must be paid to the fact that there are also possibilities for the State’s intervention in the area of consumer protection and of course penal law.

The Federal office for sectarian questions reported in its recent annual report for 2005 a number of 1.800 inquiries, related to more than 300 groups. Most of the inquiries were related to Scientology, followed by the neo-Hindu group Sahaja Yoga. Many conflicts also arose from the booming esoteric marked.

My own office, the Lower Austrian regional office for sectarian questions was already installed 1997 and has the task to give and coordinate information and prevention against cults and esotericism. Also the regions of Upper Austria, Tyrol and Styria have such offices or support such institutions. All dioceses of the Catholic and the Protestant church in Austria have authorised representatives or special institutions. But valuable work is also done by independent associations, in the first place I want to mention the Gesellschaft gegen Sekten- und Kultgefahren [association against the dangers of sects and cults] in Vienna, in which FECRIS’s president Friedrich Griess works in a leading position. Finally, there are also family consulting offices with a special emphasis on cults.

An important reference to the praxis: in daily work, the public offices have it much easier, because the praxis of the concerned groups to sue the offices or their employees does not work with the public offices, because the Austrian law of liability does not provide personal liability of the employees except if they are guilty or negligent. 

The fields of conflicts
 are multiple, and if I talk about “religious groups”, then the question arises whether all groups are religious which claim to be so. Can also a commercial enterprise selling “spiritual products” refer to “religious freedom”? First, we must examine the fields of economical conflict. The “youth religions” of the seventies have changed to market oriented “midlife crisis religions”. A spiritual demand that the churches cannot or don’t want to satisfy, creates related bidders on the market. Here we have to pay special attention to consumer protection and to the fact that a commercial bidder gains advantage in competition by unduly slipping into the legal form of a religious community.

The second field of conflicts is of political nature. If an organisation has as its main purpose to modify the established law or form of government, then the political purpose dominates and this group should establish itself as a political party.

The third field of conflict is of medical and psychological nature. I do not need to explain in detail how some offers and worlds of ideas can endanger health and the life of people. This danger has been especially taken into account in the above mentioned reasons to refuse the status of a confessional community.

What is a “religion“? The notion “religion” is not defined by law. Similar to the notion of “art”, an exact legal definition is not possible. In parliamentary material, religion is defined as a “historically grown structure of convictions with presentable contents, which explain mankind and the world in its transcendent relation, as well as accompany them with specific rituals, symbols and orientations for acting which correspond to the basic teachings.” The wording “historically grown structure” is not very useful in connection with new religious movements which cannot look back to a tradition. But the State must have the possibility of identifying a religious community and to limit its activity at best in its area. In literature, a religious (or ideological) community is understood to be each union of people who try to universally understand the cosmic system, to recognise and to evaluate the position of man in the world seen from this comprehensive world view, and who comprehensively want to witness for this conviction and according to it. If this conception is based on a personal faith in God or if not, a transcendental relation exists anyway, then it is “religion”; if the transcendental relation is missing, it is a “non religious world view”.

The German Constitutional Court states that the claim and the self-understanding of a community alone are not enough. Rather, the spiritual contents and the external appearance must be adequate to a religious community. Apparently, the Austrian courts are more naïve. Here it could happen that, just with respect to Scientology, then public authorities and courts mainly base themselves on self-presentations and ordered expert opinions. Here we see again the important function of observers and documenters, in order to get really objective reports and expertise. Also in conflicts about custody for minors – today a very actual problem in Austria, as nearly every second marriage ends in divorce - unfortunately only PR-material of the groups is use to find a decision.

The US-American jurisdiction 
 has adopted three elements to characterise a religious conviction: ultimate concern, extra temporal consequences and transcendent reality. In Austria there is little jurisdiction. Essential for religions is however their aim to comprehensively influence and shape the whole life of their members. Earlier, the personal belief in God was essential, but since in 1983 when the Buddhist religious society was recognised, this point has been dropped.

As a summary, I can state:
In Austria, the observation of religious groups by the State is based on a fundament of rights and legality. Inasmuch those informational activities are neutral and objective, such institutions are not only legal, but even mandatory for the State and society. As there is no doubt, that there also exist religious groups which endanger physical or psychological health of people, free development of the human personality, the integrity of family life, of property or of the financial autonomy of people or the free spiritual and physical development of children and youngsters, such observing institutions in reality serve religious freedom, because they help to point out or to prevent any abuse of that important basic right. For the assessment of the potential of danger by public offices, also information from non-public sources (associations, churches) is very important. Thus also private institutions of cult counselling and research help to protect religious freedom.

André Frédéric
member of the House of Representatives and President of the Task Force in charge of the monitoring of the Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry’s recommendations aiming to create a policy in view of fighting against the illegal practises of sects (BE).

STATE OF THE CULTIC/SECTARIAN SITUATION IN BELGIUM: feedback provided by the public authorities.

Parliamentary Committee
In the second half of the 1990s, following the sadly well-known events of The Order of the Solar Temple, as well as the activities of the Ecoovie group, the House of Representatives appointed a Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry to be evaluate the current situation of the illegal practises carried out by sects and the danger they represent for society and its individuals, notably minors.

In April 1997, after a long investigation during which numerous witnesses were heard, the Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry handed in its report and presented its recommendations. Among the witnesses heard were not only a large number of individuals who had had direct experience with the phenomenon as well as their family and friends and members of police and legal services, but also, a noteworthy fact, representatives of the movements in question and members of the scientific community.

This report put forward four important recommendations.

First, it recommended an increased sensitization of the authorities and the implementation of appropriate administrative structures, as well as a reinforcement of the means of action available by the police and legal and information services.

Second, a major increase of information available to the public and to youth in particular, plus appropriate training, especially in the medical milieu and an assistant in the community working in support of the victims.

Third, the revision and update of the legal framework. In particular, the adoption of a measure that would suppress the fraudulent abuse of vulnerable situations.

Fourth, the creation of an independent federal observatory.

Implementation of the Committee’s recommendations
Recommendations regarding investigative services

Following these recommendations, a certain number of measures were adopted while the recommendations were being published and others followed over the course of years.

An Administrative Coordination Unit in the fight against harmful sectarian organisations was thus created. This body of coordination, at the head of which the Minister of Justice appoints a public prosecutor, assembles various investigative services, such as, besides the prosecutor himself, the federal police, State Security (domestic intelligence), the General Information and Army Security Service, but also a representative from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs or a representative from the Ministry of Justice.

A unit specialized in the matter of cults/sects was created at the core of the Federal police.

State Security received jurisdiction to analyse information relative to harmful sectarian organisations.

Prosecutors in the Federal Courts also received jurisdiction in the matter. In particular, this means that local prosecutors must transmit all information they can and have gathered on the subject to them. 

Recommendations relative to the information, the training and the creation of a Federal Observatory

The recommendations relative to the information and the training in practice were implemented by the Federal Observatory, and instituted as law on June 2nd 1998 resulting in the creation of an information and advice centre on harmful sectarian organisations. 

In this regard, it should be noted that the Belgian legislator has not defined the concept of a cult/sect. Instead, he decided to define another concept, that of a harmful sectarian organisation. He does so in the following terms:

By harmful sectarian organisation we understand all groups with a philosophic or religious vocation, or claiming as much, which, in their organisation or practice, engage in injurious and illegal activities, are harmful to individuals and society, or infringe upon human dignity. 

The harmful nature of a sectarian organisation is examined on a basis of principles contained in the Constitution, laws, decrees, prescriptions and international conventions to safeguard human rights ratified by Belgium.

It is notable that this definition puts an accent not upon the beliefs of the groups but rather upon their practices and organisation. It is also notable that the magnitude of their harm is calculated by its comparison to the depth of infringement upon fundamental rights and freedoms. It is only deduced to be able to label a harmful sectarian organisation as such. We must be able to rely on legal decisions demonstrating the committee of infractions attaining fundamental rights. 
Missions of the Information and Advice Centre on Harmful Sectarian Organisations

The mission of the Information and Advice Centre is to study the phenomenon of harmful sectarian organisations as well as their international ties. It also holds a wealth of advice and recommendations in regards to the authorities. In addition, the Centre is not only in charge of welcoming and informing the public of the sectarian problem, but it is also in charge of informing them of their rights and obligations as well as the means to implement them.

To this effect, the Centre holds important documentation assembled in a resource centre open to the public. The material comprises more than five thousand works, a significant press portfolio as well as numerous subscriptions to scientific journals.

The material also consists of a collection of court decisions. In general, the documentation is uniquely made up of public sources. But it does hold a large proportion of works and documents stemming directly from the movements. Some of these movements incidentally take steps to examine the material concerning them and provide the centre with the details of information which, in their esteem, are lacking. But this approach remains marginal.

To state an example, the requests for information addressed to the Centre stood at 800 in 2007.

The Centre holds literature relative to 840 different groups and circles of influence. This does not necessarily mean that these groups belong in the category of harmful sectarian organisations; it is only a reflection of the information requested by the public.

In addition, the Centre has published 6 brochures for the general public.

Lastly, the Centre gave training sessions to groups ranging from the public office to organisations active in the field of early childhood. 

It regularly gives information sessions in schools.

Since its creation, the Centre has given 5 opinions to the authorities. The first of these recommendations concerned the status of FECRIS (the European Federation of Centres of Research and Information on Sectarianism) within the Council of Europe. 

It recommended that a measure aiming to repress the fraudulent abuse of vulnerable situations be adopted.

Its president likewise handed in an expert’s report in the framework of a penal process.
Beyond these activities of information, advice and recommendation, the Centre has equally participated in the monitoring of a university study, financed by the Prime Minister’s scientific services, relative to sectarian criteriology from psychological and judicial viewpoints. 

The Centre maintains close ties with field associations active in the assistance of victims.

It also maintains strong relations with foreign counterparts, as much in France and Switzerland as in Germany, Austria and Great Britain.

Its participation in numerous conferences, including those organized by the Centre itself, allows it to further strengthen its ties and determine the position of various outside contributors at international level.

Requests for general information – an indication of the phenomenon’s evolution

The examination of the information requests addressed to the Centre allows the recognition of the phenomenon’s evolution in view of the public and the authorities.

And therefore we are noticing an evolution in the types of movements which are the subject of the information requests. We have moved from requests concerning important historic groups to the more widespread problem of well-being, personal development and quasi-therapeutic movements as well as New Age circles of influence.

Notice that the increased position of Pentecostal/Evangelical neo-Protestantism has led the Centre to organize an international conference on the topic, to be held next 6th June in Brussels.

Equally noticeable are the sometimes strong differences between Belgium and abroad. Consequently, the notice given by the press of the next report from the Interministerial French Mission of Vigilance and Combat against Sectarian Aberrations (MIVILUDES) puts an emphasis on Satanism. If all circles of influence were combined, there would be a total of 25,000 people in contact with Satanism in France. This seems in stark contrast to the situation in Belgium. Only a dozen or so requests relative to Satanism were actually registered by the Centre since its creation.

Furthermore, it can be noted that the requests addressed to the Centre are sometimes echoes of media-related activity by certain groups, activity which is inversely proportional to the number of their members. Such was the case of a certain group in history which, although consisting of only 250 members in Belgium, was regularly in the news, either in the press “People” or in judicial columns.

It is interesting to note that information requests regarding police services have repeatedly represented 35% of their total number since 2004. 

Requests for legal information – litigation nature index
The requests for legal information are equally an interesting indicator of the type of litigation present in the sectarian circle.

Administrative law

On one hand a decrease in requests emanating from local authorities relative to hall rentals or demands for event permits on the public highway has been noted. The number of organisations susceptible to disturb public order during similar demonstrations is actually very limited for the moment. At the beginning of the Centre’s activities however, a large number of local authorities seemed to believe the simple fact that a movement summoned up by the Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry could lead to the refusal of a hall rental or a permit refusal to use the public highway for the means of proselytism. This concept is equally contradictory to the spirit as to the word of Belgian law, which guarantees everyone the right to exercise a constitutional freedom of speech and peaceful assembly. The Centre’s work on information seems to have created its effect in the opinion of local authorities.

Family law
The most important legal argument remains, as it always has been, the destiny of children in separated couples. During a separation, frequently the “non-sectarian” parent worries about the religious and spiritual education their children will receive while under the guardianship of the other parent. In such cases, the two parties generally adopt extremely divided positions. One denounces a priori the danger represented by what he perceives as an inevitably harmful sect. The other invokes his fundamental right to the freedom of beliefs and his right to educate his child according to the belief of his choice.

In this type of situation the Centre reminds the public that beyond parental rights, the child has his own rights which take precedence over the rights and interests of his parents. It also reminds the public that the solution to the problem is not in the principles relative to the freedom of conscience but in the general principles of parental authority. After an examination in casu, through a social inquest, the judge first attempts to determine if the practices of the “sectarian” parent is likely to cause distress to the child’s rights and interests. If such is the case, he pronounces a ban on exposing the child to said practices until his pre-adolescence. Assuming these practices do not represent a risk but that a disagreement on the subject exists between the parents, the judge orders that the religious education be fixed at the status quo before the separation, until the child is in a position to make his own choices.  
Public freedoms – Family law – Civil responsibility

A large number of groups implement a disciplinary practice implicating either the expulsion of recalcitrant individuals, or the prohibition of members to continue to maintain contacts with punished individuals or those considered as having a harmful influence. Historically this practice is found in communities such as among the Amish, where it is known under the name of shunning. Originally its goal is not to definitively expel “guilty” individuals but, on the contrary, it aims to incite them to return to the group’s values. 

In modern movements however, the practice of expulsion is implemented with great intensity. Its consequences are not identical in relatively closed communities such as among the Amish, in comparison to modern groups whose members do not live in such a community.

Applied in an extreme manner, this practice can have penal-type consequences. Thus, the Centre has come to know several situations where, following a separation, one parent is expelled from the group. Even though the judge pronounces joint custody of the children, the parent member of the group, under its pressure, refuses his expelled ex-partner the right to practice his joint custody. In doing so, the non-expelled parent renders himself guilty of non-representation of the child.

Beyond this aspect of family penal law is the problem of the right to public freedoms. In fact, in the groups in question, the members are even prohibited from associating with the expelled. In couple situations, contact between the expelled and non-expelled spouses must be limited to a minimum. In extreme cases, divorce is insisted upon and is even facilitated by legal assistance offered by the group to the non-expelled spouse.

In this type of situation, the position of the non-expelled is unusual. Their right to the free practice of their chosen religion is conditioned by the group, which obliges the severance of certain social ties and even the severance of family ties. The disobedience of this obligation itself leads to expulsion. Whether the non-expelled complies or not, he suffers a period of tension concerning his right to the freedom of practicing his religion on one hand and on the other his right to the respect of his private and family life. This tension can have a negative impact on his mental health and well-being. And we see the result of a mistake committing the civil responsibility of the author to a charge of ending his relationships. 

Medicine law

An important question is the problem of the refusal of health care and medical alternatives. The refusal of health care is a right established by the law on patient rights.

Still it must be possible to envision a sufficient manner of protection for the fate of individuals who are either minors or who are not in a legal or material capacity to express their wishes. All too frequently the situation consists of individuals, knowing that alternative care will only temporarily improve the state of their health, entirely abstaining from this option. In these types of situations, inactive family members and friends as well as those who administer alternative care, all while knowing that the patient does not have the resources for industrial medicine, are exposed to prosecution for the non-assistance of an individual in danger. Added to this, for the administrators of alternate care who do not have the status of a doctor, is the risk of prosecution for the illegal practice of the healing arts and even fraud.

These were notably the chief charges that led to the 2006 conviction of the leader of the organisation Spiritual Human Yoga. 

Right of contracts
The question of fraud has an interesting place in movements of an esoteric type. In fact, by nature, an esoteric movement only dispenses its education through successive instalments. But not all esoteric movements give clarity on this particular nature from the beginning. Thus, an individual can commit himself in total confidence to an education that touches upon personal development or communication. It is not until after several successive training periods that he will learn that the next level, for which he has already paid an advance, involves, for example, contact with extra-terrestrial bodies. It is not rare that at this moment the individual wishes to put an end to his commitment. If by any chance the trainer demands the balance of the payment owed, the individual can point out that fraud was committed at the end of the contract. This fraud consists of the withholding of information relative to extra-terrestrials. The trainer should have known that prior knowledge of this information could have had a negative impact on the conclusion of the contract. The observation of this faulty withholding of information may allow for the null and void of the contract and a demand for reimbursement of the sums already paid.

Penal law
The notion of fraud in movements of the spiritual or religious type is sometimes more difficult to establish. In simple terms, fraud consists of swindling victims out of money through false pretences or by using manoeuvres with the aim of instilling the belief of an imaginary power to instil hope for imaginary success or fear of an event that is also entirely fabricated.

We find that within the core of “healer” movements, as within the theology of prospering of behaviours, which seem to respond to the definition of fraud.
Thus, a spiritual leader presents himself as having a direct personal and special tie with God. He enjoins his followers to pay the organisation a sum of money. He explains that in exchange, and upon his intervention, God will grant the contributors either health, or work or even an inheritance. But he also explains that the refusal of a donation exposes the faithful to divine punishment.

Assuming, which is most often the case, that neither health nor work nor an inheritance follows, the faithful can be tempted to see, in the practice of the leader, a fraud.

The false pretences and the imaginary power consist in the alleged special relationship with God as well as the supposed effects of the leader’s intervention with God. The imaginary success consists in the alleged healing, the promise of work or the hoped-for inheritance. The induced fear finds itself in the threat of divine punishment.

We can almost believe to have assembled the constitutional elements of fraud. And yet the means of the leader’s defence make it practically impossible to prove the infraction.

Indeed, the entire demonstration presupposes that:

1. The minister does not have a privileged relationship with God;

2. That God does not have the power to grant benefits in exchange for donations to the

   leader or equally to abstain from doing so;

3. That God does not have the power to punish the resistant individuals or equally to 

   abstain from doing so.

Now it is a question of the proof of negative facts.

In addition, this supposes that the judge settles questions of faith and theology, which is beyond his abilities. It seems then that this type of action is doomed to failure.

In numerous situations, the leader announces that the received funds should serve for the expansion of the group, the purchase of buildings or the distribution of publications. Quite often, this money is not dedicated to the declared goals but in fact finds itself predominantly allocated to the maintenance of the leader’s lifestyle. In this situation, even though it is practically impossible to prove a case of fraud, it is possible to pursue a case based on the abuse of confidence. This is defined by the fact of misappropriating funds that were allocated for a set purpose.

Why are there few criminal complaints?

The first explanation is a truism. There are few complaints in comparison to other phenomenon because of the characteristics, by definition a large minority, of the groups in question.

In fact, the largest group represents only 23,000 members in Belgium for a population of +/- 10 million inhabitants.
But other specific factors also provide for the explanation of the low number of complaints.

The first factor is tied to the particular relationship that holds the victim to the author. This relationship is actually a connection where the emotional state holds a significant role and where the rapports of authority and obedience are particularly integrated. In the same manner that few victims in a dominating and violent relationship do not complain of the violence of which they may be victims, few members of sectarian organisations can imagine complaining to the authorities of the behaviour of a person who has developed spiritual and emotional authority over them.  

Another parallel with the phenomenon of conjugal violence is found in the victim’s internalisation of the justifications provided by his captor for his abusive behaviour. Often, the punishments are understood in the eyes of the victim through alleged errors he has committed. 

A second factor resides in which certain circumstances there exists an accumulation between the position of the author and that of the victim. This is particularly true of those who see themselves ordered to commit anti-social acts in order to benefit from the movement’s grace or from its clemency in face of the acts it reproaches him for.

A third factor is tied to the shame linked to the victim’s position. This phenomenon is likewise found in the affairs of morals, conjugal violence and, for other reasons, fraud.

A fourth factor is related to the fear of reprisals.

A fifth factor is related to the fear that maladjustment to the outside world could prevail over the will to make the victim’s position recognized and to have the authors punished.

Lastly a final factor is tied to the absence of the incrimination of behaviour which – even though harmful and abusive – is not actually punishable by the law.

It is in order to respond to this last question that a proposal was submitted to Parliament of a law aiming to incriminate the abuse of vulnerable situations, already known to French law, and also mental destabilisation. 

Proposition of a law aiming to incriminate the mental destabilisation of individuals and the abuse of vulnerable situations.

The bill proposes the introduction of two new infractions in the Penal Code. On one hand the abuse of vulnerable situations, on the other the mental destabilisation of individuals. 

The abuse of vulnerable situations is already known to French law and is defined in article 223-15-2 of its Penal Code.

The French text is as follows:

A penalty (…) is incurred by the fraudulent abuse of the ignorance or state of weakness of a minor, or of a person whose particular vulnerability, due to age, sickness, disability, to a psychic or physical deficiency or to a state of pregnancy, is apparent or known to the offender, or a person in a state of psychological or physical dependency resulting from serious or repeated pressure or from techniques used to affect his judgement, in order to induce the minor or other person to perform an act or an omission seriously harmful to him.
The Belgian proposition of the text encapsulates the principle notions of the French text. Equally punishable is the fact of abusing an individual’s vulnerable situation or his state of ignorance in order to lead to an act or an abstention which is seriously detrimental to him. The causes of vulnerable situations or states of ignorance are identical. 

The text of the Belgian proposal, meanwhile and unlike the French text, allows the judge to pronounce a prison sentence.

It is interesting to note that in France, this chief charge was retained in affairs not related to the sectarian problem.

In its 16th January 2008 ruling, the Douai Court of Appeal sentenced two individuals for having abused the vulnerable situation of an elderly person suffering from Alzheimer’s disease. The two found guilty went to the victim’s home to sell her a large amount of food, which apparently she did not need as she was being taken care of by her family, in exchange for a cheque which they themselves would fill out.

The Orléans Court of Appeal, in its January 9th 2006 ruling, had already sentenced two women who worked together in the abuse of a vulnerable situation by taking advantage of a frail senior more than 80 years old who was manipulated to sign over numerous cheques in their names. 

Other similar situations exist. There is no lack of interest in the idea that incriminating behaviour is not the sect’s only prerogative. The result is that it would be futile to create an exceptional law aimed at a particular branch of society recognizing only members of spiritual minorities. Just the contrary, what these decisions demonstrate is that the abuse of a vulnerable situation is a type of anti-social behaviour that is found in various circumstances and that – if it should be punished within the cults/sects – it is because it is punished outside of them.  
Beyond the abuse of vulnerable situations or the state of ignorance, the Belgian proposal equally aims to introduce a said offence of mental destabilisation.

This time it is a matter of the author to undermine the fundamental rights of his victim by choosing and forcing him:

- to join or to quit an association with religious, cultural or scientific characteristics;

- to belong to a belief or an ideology;

- to contribute or to stop contributing to the activities of similar associations.

The fundamental rights achieved are the right to association and the freedom of conscience.

To be punishable, the author must constrain or influence his victim by using:

Either:

- concrete actions or

- violence or

- threats or

- psychological destabilisation manoeuvres.

Or by making him fear the exposure to damage of:

- himself or

- his family or

- his assets or

- his work

Or by abusing his credulity to persuade him of:

a) the existence of fake businesses or

b) of an imaginary power or

c) the coming of chimerical events.

Note that the latter means are inspired by some of the constitutional elements of fraud.

Supposing that this legislation is adopted, certain actions will no longer be able to go unpunished, such as forcing a worker to take part in an organisation whose aim is to safeguard humanity by resorting to the technology developed by well-known science-fiction authors, under the threat of losing his job in a company implementing, for example, the administrative technology invented by the same author.

It is a constant possibility, however, that this clause could equally be found applied not only in the field of sects but in all sectors of social life where its conditions of use would be met. 

Barbro Westerholm
Member of the Swedish Parliament and physician

WHAT SWEDISH SOCIETY DOES TO PREVENT MANIPULATIVE GROUPS FROM HARMING PEOPLE

I am also a Member of Parliament. I was there initially between 1988 and 1999 and then since 2006. I represent the liberal party.  

Why is this an important question? 

I am a doctor and I inherited this question because I realised that patients under influence do not get professional assistance when they leave cultic organizations. There are also commercial problems generated by these groups and in particular they are a threat to democracy.   

Between 1986 and 1990 many proposals were presented by individual Swedish members of Parliament:
· requests for information on personal courses of development offered commercially by certain organizations;  

· measures against the publicity about personality changing courses which harm people 

· requests for the creation of rehabilitation structures for victims of organizations which transform the personality; 

· psychological assistance for people leaving "cults/sects"; 

· additions to the Penal code relating to improper abusive influence. 

· All this led to a decision by Parliament in the spring of 1995 showing the need for a parliamentary investigation with the task of producing legislation proposals, research and dissemination of knowledge, to provide support "to this group of forgotten and invisible people, deprived of the most significant of the human rights, the right to exert their free will" the investigation was also meant to lead to proposals to prevent people from ending up in acute states of crisis. 

The results of this investigation were published in 1998 

The report was named "In Good Faith" and the starting point of this report was the Universal Declaration of the Human rights: freedom of thought and word, freedom to practise their religion, freedom to change religion or beliefs, freedom of opinion and speech. 
The investigation had more particularly targeted "New Age" organizations although basically there was a broader parliamentary decision.  

Proposal by the investigation to provide help to people, who for special reasons, are in state of crisis:
· Establishment of a Centre of knowledge on the purpose of life and questions of faith. 
· The Centre could have the responsibility to educate groups of professionals on organizations using undue influence.

· Addition to the Penal code regarding the use of abusive influence towards people. 

The investigation recommended, moreover, the creation of educational and professional units mainly to consult with patients, but who could also deal with other problematic groups in society.  

Special attention was focused on the children in New Age movements considering the total lack of information on their condition in these movements. The will to improve the level of studies of the personnel working with children was apparent. 

· Personal advice and instructions should be forthcoming for people working with children in nurseries, schools, health care and social welfare and should include information on New Age movements 

· Curricula for students who study to become teachers and social workers should include questions about communities calling themselves religious, and later a follow-up on the cultural meetings organized by the municipalities. 

· Postgraduate training should be provided.

In Sweden there exist two different school networks: independent schools and State schools.
The independent schools may be managed by various churches or other organizations, in so far that they obtain the approval of a government agency.   There are weak spots in the legislation on private schools. The monitoring Authorities should have the responsibility to control: 
· It is the responsibility of social welfare agencies to gain knowledge about organisations which advocate corporal punishment or other activities which are contrary to the laws and rules which govern social welfare.

· The rules for the supervision of independent schools should be revised.

· The health care for children in independent schools should also be revised so that they reach the same standard of public schools. 

· The people in charge of the monitoring of these schools should have a better knowledge of the rules of concerning home education. The pupil should have a personal contact person. 
The report "In Good Faith" did not make proposals concerning the treatment and the rehabilitation of the defectors.  

What has happened since 1998 

The investigation was referred to a number of authorities and organisations:
· Decisions taken : Rejection of proposal on addition to the criminal code – could come in conflict with the fundamental human rights, Education – can be assumed within present system, the proposals on independent schools were referred to the Education Department.
 Now, 10 years later things begin to happen.

What has happened since 1998: Proposals from Members of Parliament
	· Protection of children                                
	15

	· Support – psychiatric - adults              
	  5

	· Action against fraud and quackery      
	  4

	· Addition to criminal code                              
	  4

	· Centre of knowledge                                             
	  3

	· Financial support/taxation                                     
	  3


What has happened since 1998? Six questions and debates in Parliament. 

The situation to-day in the Swedish Parliament

· Proposals about the situation of children and quackery were put forward in the autumn 2007 are still not dealt with;
· We are expecting proposals from government on independent schools.
Other activities

· The Association "Save the Children" made very significant efforts and in 2006 a decision was taken that the organisation should work in order to increase knowledge about the situation of children in cults/sects and in independent religious schools. 

· They published a book in 2007 and their Website includes information about children in cults/sects. This association attaches much importance to the need "for vaccinating" the public against manipulating organizations.
Other activities, examples 

· Symposium in 2005 organized by the Swedish Society of Medicine;   

· Liberal party: seminar in 2007; decision of the Liberal Party in 2007 on a psychiatric programme including the establishment of a Centre specialized in the assistance to victims  

having left organizations using undue influence. 

Students’ Contributions:

Books:
· To play with fire – in the world of cults/sects (Karl-Erik Nylund)

· Cult/Sect children (Charlotte Essén) 
· Media - articles, programmes

NGOs an import resource

· BRIS
  – The rights of children in society

· FRI – The association Save the Individual

· Hjälpkällan – The well of help (ex-Jehovah’s Witnesses)
· ROS – Advice about sects

· Save the Children
The Knutby murders 2004:

We thought the Knutby murders should alarm and alert politicians and other decision makers.

· Knutby - a congregation within the Philadelphia movement. A pastor persuaded a young girl to murder his second wife. A third persons played a role in what happened. A neighbour, “Christ’s bride”, who was the neighbour’s wife was implicated and condemned. The pastor’s first wife had died under odd circumstances

But……..

Conclusion

On the whole Swedish society shuts its eyes at the fact that there are people who need help when leaving manipulative organisations. But children have become a priority and there are driving forces that do not give up and will, I am sure, in the end succeed in reaching their goals.
Richard Monvoisin

Doctor of didactic sciences and part-time lecturer at the University Grenoble 1, France. He is a specialist in the education of critical thought. He is a researcher associated with the laboratory of Zetetic science in Nice
PREVENTION AND AWAKENING OF CRITICAL JUDGEMENT:
 outline of a teaching kit on the lexis used by cults

For a last minute health problem Richard Monvoisin was not present with us in Pisa but was kind enough to allow us to publish his interesting comments. 

I am to some extent an intruder in this congress, because even if I am a member of GEMPPI, my work does not concern cults/sects explicitly. I am a researcher associated with the laboratory of Zetetic science in Nice and part-time lecturer of Zetetic in the faculty of Grenoble. That means that my essential work concerns Zetetic, from the Greek name Zeteîn meaning "to seek the reason of things". The modern interpretation of the word Zetetic covers two concepts. Initially, the investigation of phenomena considered strange, odd, supernatural, paranormal: I study all the extraordinary theories which seem to leave the interpretative framework of known science. I work therefore on "scientific" beliefs, i.e. those which
attempt to gain people’s adhesion with insufficient evidence. 

Zetetic for us means all that refers to education to critical thought. Using the strange phenomena we study, we point out distorted reasoning, traditional errors of interpretation, sophisms, the mental mechanisms of persistence in adhesion. The objective is to guide individuals toward working out a panoply of tools for intellectual self-defence vis-à-vis all the requests which could take over their judgement fallaciously. 
This means that my colleagues and I work upstream of the problems which are of concern to you. We know that local associations dealing with cults such as ADFI or the GEMPPI in France would not have so much work if we, the teachers of critical thought, were numerous and did our work well. The strategy is thus to develop this education, on all the levels: a kind of prevention of sectarianism at the source. That seems all the more easy to achieve as the concepts brought into play are simple and do not require pointed scientific training. 
Language is the first chronological source of sectarian alienation. Many individuals get caught into the sectarian spiral starting because of a close relationship of language, a kind of tacit intellectual communion on the basis of a common vocabulary. That is the reason that I chose, with Didier Pachoud, to speak to you on this subject. I will point out two preconditions which seem significant to me. 
Firstly, the best means that I know to teach someone to detect an error or an intellectual trap is to name it. 
Secondly, the best way to teach is to give it a name easy to retain. 

There are four points which I will approach during the conference and whose illustration can easily be replaced by others, in your language, your country, your social group. 
1) Terms with scientific but diverted "savour", like energy, resonance, magnetism, etc. To indicate these shifts in the meaning of a word, in Zetetic we speak of the Door mat Effect. Why door mat? Because frequently "Wipe your feet" is written on door mats. However, no one ever removes shoes, socks, and literally wipes his feet. The shift in meaning, without consequence here, can be dramatic in certain cases. 

2) Some intuitive hold-all concepts: balance (and unbalance), fluids (strange powers), tensions, aura, wellbeing, personal development. We speak in Zetetic about Impact Effect, since the choice of the words rests not on their meaning but on the emotional impact which they generate. 

3) Some rhetoric: at least three kinds are very simple to explain. The rhetoric of initiatory secrecy, which makes it possible to flatter the "prey". The rhetoric of the external plot, which makes it possible to isolate him. Lastly, the rhetoric of the false dilemma, which consists in creating an illusion to give credit to one’s camp by criticizing a competitive discipline.
4) Vague claims. Show that certain cultic theories are sufficiently nebulous that, even without real effect, the follower cannot check the alleged effects himself and loses  all control of what he is putting into practice. 

All activity will centre on finding the examples which, taken in the sociolinguistic sphere of your public, will be give you the possibility of sensitizing the latter one and leave a mark on his memory. It should be pointed out that if a sectarian engagement leads to incredible dramas, at the start it is generally harmless. Following the concepts of first assistance given at a very early age, this range of tools for intellectual self-defence, allows all and each one to make choices in full knowledge of cause and defuses terrible human dramas at little cost. 
John Allen, (UK)

Ex-member of Brahma Kumaris, main administrator of a support website
http://www.brahmakumaris.info
WHAT THE BRAHMA KUMARIS DON’T WANT THE UNITED NATIONS TO KNOW:

how Shiv Shakti Army seeks to conquer over the world, 32 feet at a time (with special attention on the vocabulary used)
I am the main administrator for a support website documenting the Brahma Kumaris movement. I am actually an ex-member back in the early 1980s. I was part of the second generation Western Brahma Kumaris. We were taught by Westerners who had been trained by the Indians originally and yet we were still taught in the traditional Indian fashion. I have a background in yoga studies, Vedanta, etc. so I know a little more about the Indian religion than perhaps newcomers would do. The Brahma Kumaris have managed to slip underneath the radar of New Religious Movements, Cult watch, whatever you want to call it. 

I want to read a letter from a child and to be absolutely honest, there are two elements of this speech that are quite emotional. It is actually a private letter sent to somebody else that we had the permission to read. It was not contrived, it wasn’t for any purpose and I hope that it just qualifies to show why the Brahma Kumaris should be of interest to you here.

The actual display of my website is going to be relentless. I want to give you an overview. You are not going to be able to follow the actual slides when they come up, but I hope that you will get an impression of what’s going on with our site. I think we can also offer a proposal for other groups to use in the study of NMRs.

“This letter is not about BK philosophies but rather their values. Whether the cycle is 5000 years long, is neither here nor there, but the way I was taught to feel and perceive my concerns, doubtless the two are connected. My observations and concerns about the Brahma Kumaris have built up over the last few years and if none of you knew how I was feeling despite the many years I’ve known you, well what does that show about the organisation? How can an organisation call itself your family if it knows nothing about you? For twenty odd years, I was unable to talk to my father because he was someone that needed to be served or saved. If he were lucky enough he would get a ticket to heaven just because he knew of me or us”, (his mother was a member, his father wasn’t, the parents were divorced. The Brahma Kumaris have a 70 years record of breaking families); “can you imagine trying to make small talk with your own father as a child because he was some kind of “Shudra”. (Shudra is the word that the Brahma Kumaris use for non-Brahma Kumaris it comes from the Indian which means untouchable. All other human beings are untouchables to the Brahma Kumaris. It’s used with the same sort of influence as perhaps nigger would be used in current society).

“And now to look back and see that I had a father but in my own head I didn’t, how much did I miss? When my parents split up because of Raja Yoga what did the seniors do for me then? Did they hold me when I cried? I might have been given an apple, although I am sure that I’d rather have had my parents back. As a BK child I was bullied at school and I found I had no ability to deal with people or confrontation. All I could do was cry and my mother would have to sort it out. I had no ability to socialise with people. That made me very lonely. I could never have any close friends and when I told other school children about the end of the world I was ridiculed for years after. Childhood in general was very mixed up for me. I do believe that it is for many Brahma Kumaris children. On one level it was taken away from me. I was told “you are an old soul” a-84 birth. People thought that I was like an old man when I was 12 and the responsibility of the world was placed on my shoulders. Let 
alone that of saving my own father it was not fair to give the children this kind of superiority complex and burden and yet treat them as children. Then again we were never allowed to grow up. For example my sister was always “the angel” until she became a teenager and fell from grace in the eyes of the others. However could she love herself when she could see herself changing from being a perfect angel to a menstruating, acne riddled teenager?”

You may not be aware of this, the BK actually believe they are becoming angels. They believe that all the memorials in history, all the renaissance paintings of angels are pictures of them. That through their practice they are actually going to become angels of light, saving the world. I am not using these words metaphorically they actually believe this. 

“When everybody else can only remember that little angel that she was how the hell was I going to understand puberty? The beginning of sexual energies could inspire nothing less than self-hate and denial, what advice could the sisters give me then?” 

The BK is run by a handful of virgin crones essentially from the same community of the Sind in Pakistan, a very repressed society for both male and female. “Whatever advice the seniors gave to me would only make me feel worse about me. Who could I even tell? Neither my own parents nor my BK friends, there was too much shame and what about fun? I only had fun because others and I were naughty; otherwise it was certainly not condoned.” 

Though there were certain days when you could dance in a circle they had this angelic way of dancing that is prescribed whereas ordinary play isn’t. The arts were always looked down upon. Perhaps it was also an Indian thing. And then there was destruction”. Destruction, is the word that the Brahma Kumaris use internally for the end of the world; any of the terrible things that we heard in this morning’s session apply equally to the Brahma Kumaris they use that word with a capital D. and I’ll use it through this talk. It’s a total destruction its an annihilation 6 billion people to clear away the world so that 900,000 of them can live in a paradise on earth and that’s meant to happen about 2036 although its already about 70 years over date. “Destruction has been an important part of my upbringing and it has done nothing but damage. I can only feel helplessness, fear, panic, guilt and pain. I was never supposed to be able to do anything meanwhile with my life if it was all to be over soon. I should have sat and meditated alone until I became perfect, yet I supposed I lived in the world as well. What was I supposed to do? How confused can that make a child? If destruction is coming then you may as well see the world and have some fun. There’s no point in studying, as I heard so often, or go to go to university or to develop one self? I have never known basic human rights even to have them taken away from me. Look at it: the right to eat, drink, sleep, feel, fornicate, defecate, speak freely, have friends of your own choice, have a family, none of these things could I do without feeling bad or guilty about them. I even had to remain constipated until I could find a shower because after they defecate the BKs have to wash and change all their clothes. Did any of you know this about me? I doubt it. Emotions had to be kept under the wraps unless the peace and harmony be spoiled. The Brahma Kumaris are such a peaceful organisation, so humble and caring, but its only skin deep. Scratch the surface and push the right buttons and they’re just as angry as the next person, indeed more so, because they’re delusional about it. The only thing that’s wrong is the hypocrisy and BKs take the meaning of the word to extremes.

The Brahma Kumaris are a charity. Charities donate things to other people that are worst off. Does is require such a vast acquisition of wealth and property to do service of the mind? They collect money but they donate virtues and good wishes. 

Let me talk about sex now. In fact why has that always been so hard to speak of, are you now cringing inside you as I was for so many years? Externally, I could not talk about the efforts I made to conquer lust, but inside I hoped no one would ever see my real feelings. I put it to you that most of the problems in the BKs come from unresolved sexual desires manifesting for example in perversion, power struggles and grown people flirting like 12 year old children. Repressed sexuality also opens doors to all kinds of abuse. My sister and her friend, as young children, were sexually abused on several occasions by different people in Madiban and Delhi. Madiban is where god incarnates on to earth, in case you don’t know. Delhi is the number one centre outside of Madiban. They’re the no. 1 and no. 2 centres in the Brahma Kumaris. These incidents happened in consequence with different people involved, which suggests a paedophile network within it. Now we know that things happen in life but we are more concerned about the response, the response of leadership to that. Their response was to do nothing. The individuals perpetuating this sexual abuse were left in the position for years. The child was blamed, it was her karma to be sexually abused because obviously she had been sexually abused in her past life and in fact, because it happened in Madiban, which is the god city, it was actually better for her because she had cleared away more of her past karma. They then went on publicly to deny this had ever happened, blaming it on a taxi driver. She was travelling alone within friends at the time.” When one of our four members went to struggle to establish a child protection programme within the BKs he fought for over five years before they would actually consider putting down to paper anything near child protection. It’s unfortunately typical part of their modus operandi. “My mother was powerless to do anything. Do not look too closely; do not listen to many stories, lest the fragile dream be shattered. What makes it worst was that the seniors have always been aware of these all too common travesties within the organisation, yet they have done nothing but hide them away. I find I had to split my personality all I learned from the Bks were to suppress things so that the surface is calm.”

What the Brahma Kumaris don’t want the UN to know”… this is a deliberately provocative statement and I have to admit that throughout this presentation, I am going for a populist message. I am capable of producing an academic paper and we do have endless academia. We have collated a bibliography of all academia on the Brahma Kumaris which is still unfinished. As I say, I am one of 4 moderators and administrators of a website http://www.brahmakumaris.info. Primarily we are ex-members, there are some concerned current members, there are members of break-away groups and there are friends and family of the group who come to the website, to get help, support laugh with one another and we have dedicated ourselves to documenting what the Brahma Kumaris actually are because they have managed to delude academia, the media, politics, the press and to rise to a very very high place in society. 

This is the actual web site
. I really want to offer this not just about the Brahma Kumaris but about ways similar groups to our own deal with NRMs. When first I stepped into this, I was quite stunned to realise that for every NRM you had a similar sort of dynamic. You had the culties, the ex-culties, the anti-culties and a load of sociologists and journalists making a living of it all. Whether it was Sai Baba, the Moonies, Scientology or whatever, almost the same dynamics existed. What we set out to do was to realise something different and we created an open, independent and ecumenical forum to bring together all the parts of this dysfunctional society: the Brahma Kumaris, their ex-members, the general public effected by them and actually discuss together. We also have, on our site, the very first public opinion poll about the Brahma Kumaris for people to vote about.

When we look at the actual forums on line you can see that there’s a common room, an ex- BK room, a Pbk room (a Brahma Kumaris little known reform group). We've actually deliberately tried not to make this an antiparty because that’s what the Brahma Kumaris want: they have self-fulfilling prophesies that say that coming the end of the world there will be antiparties and I struggled very hard not to be that. This is a standard forum where individuals are at liberty to post. We have a number of guideline which are really about protecting ourselves legally, more than anything else, but largely they are allowed to do what they want. They do it themselves and it is self sustaining.

This actually comes from “Ex-Brahma Kumaris Chat” xBKChat.com which was the place where I first found support myself. It was the first web site and it was an incredibly hidden site on the Internet for ex-members of the Brahma Kumaris. It was shut down by the Brahma Kumaris under legal threat of libel with a confidentiality agreement signed. We actually basically saved the information contained in the site because it had some incredibly important thought about the Brahma Kumaris and NRMs and now we have an archive with this material. It was shut down and exactly at the same time they managed to shut it down we kicked into action and they probably regret that deeply.

Returning to the main part of this website: up at the top there’s a series of banners and links which take you to the different parts of the site and we have a portal front, a forum and a news section which is basically like a blog. Then we have the real specialist areas for newcomers, politicians, academics, VIPs, all the people that the Brahma Kumaris want to get to first so as to influence them. That tells them what the Brahma Kumaris are actually all about. 

The first thing I want to flag up here, is that the Brahma Kumaris are highly involved in

various psychical beliefs. They call themselves a spiritual organisation, a “Spiritual University”. They are not university. There’s no university there. “It’s a kindergarten” to quote academic Lawrence Babb
. What they are really doing is channelling and mediumship. This is a difficult issue to discuss because I am sure that it divides you as it divides academia. They’re involved with “spooks” and that is what I essentially respond to. Whether we understand them as ghosts, the collective unconscious or whatever we just call them “spooks” because that what they think they are. On the right of the screen, you can actually see God being channelled through one of the Senior Sisters and when I say that, I don’t mean an incarnation of God, God’s vibrations, an inspiration of God. I mean that a little “light bulb” called god comes into her head, takes over her body and moves it about and talks and meets the Brahma Kumaris. That is certainly what they believe. Whether it is or not, of course, we will have to wait and find out. It’s unusual within the realms of channelled beings to actually claim to be God I think it only happened maybe one or two times. You get everything spacemen, Atlantians, Napoleon but to actually claim to be God is something quite unique.

Destruction, the end of the world, this is for real. The Brahma Kumaris are not just notionally involved about the end of the world; they are in a constant state of incantation about the end, the end, the end, which has always been two to three years, four to five away.

The dates at the top of the web page: I was involved with the organisation back in the 1980s; I never discovered the dates until 20 years later. They are so hidden to all the members, only now since we’ve been doing our work, can people see that these are definite dates. The Brahma Kumaris say “Oh, God has never given us a definite date” but actually we’ve discovered that there have been a series of them, they have just erased them from their history.

So these are the static front ends of the web site pages. What the most important thing we have next is the Wikipedia. This is the encyclopaedia to decipher the language of the Brahma Kumaris. People fall into the trap fooled with the delusion that the BKs are Hindus. The Brahma Kumaris have essentially nothing to do with Hinduism. They use the language, they adopt the metaphors, but their meanings are completely different and that’s something that academia has not understood. They think the BKs are Hindus. So basically we’ve established that you could put in a search for any crazy word that they use and that will come up with a page and a picture. We’ve put up training manuals so that the public can know what the Brahma Kumaris are telling before they go through the soft cell presentation. We also put up a set of channelled messages: these are 5-6 page long rants that God has spoken through the various mediums; these are utterly secret nobody gets to see them unless they’re properly ready. And we’re taking them straight to the public because ultimately if you’re going to make a life commitment you should know ahead about what you are doing, not once you’re inculcated and the Stockholm syndrome has grabbed you and taken you away from your family.

The Shakar Murli
: this is one of the early channelled messages; we have plenty of examples on the web site. This is one of the benefits of the Wikipedia software which is open source free software, which anybody can use, in that it provides a very documented back end of “who made what” “who changed what”. If we look at one article we can actually see “who edited what” and then if we make choices, we can see the difference between the edits and the theory here. We can actually check to see how they are rewriting and revising their messages from God. These were 5 years worth of messages in the 1960s which they say are the only messages that God gave at that point and of course, they are chopping and changing them to suit themselves as predictions fail. That’s not something that has been made generally known to the public. So we can actually see side-by-side the changes they make. We have an extensive download section that we are building up. It’s a 1.5 gigabyte of information, so far. People can go to different sections. Again we have the Murlis to download. Now the Brahma Kumaris will not even allow their own followers to have these messages, they won’t let them take them out of the centres, they will only be allowed to read them in certain places and we actually have Bks emailing us, desperate to have these messages because they’re in love with this spiritual being that is God. We’re building up the place of all the academia that has ever been done about the Brahma Kumaris so that everyone can get everything straight away. Partly, this is because of a war that we have had on the Wikipedia proper with them. We are, of course, also looking at their finances because at the bottom line where does the money go?

Wikipedia article: If anybody wants to know who the Brahma Kumaris really are look at the back end of the discussion pages, the arbitration committee, the moderations. We have had a two year war with them in order to present the truth and not a PR version of what we do and even now it is modest, verging on academic. It is not a polemic, it’s not pejorative. I have tried to do well but you should see the deviance, the manipulation, the lies, I cannot express what we have been through with these people just to get something that’s accurately honest. At the bottom of it there is a set of references about this long struggle because we have had to fight over basically every word to get it up there. So this is our website!

What was the BKWSU’s
 response to it? The same week that they sent a letter to the United Nations telling them how the U.N. and how the leaders of the world had to act and listen to criticism and take on the views of common people they started legal action against us to shut us down and I joined the ranks of the people who had been sued by a cult and thankfully an even smaller club of people that won. They tried to knock us out. It was a horrendously expensive and painful, mentally and emotionally. The level of deviance they got up to, I would never have expected it!

Betrayals: they have an international spy ring. People, ex-members, talk about the Brahma Kumaris in terms of the “mafia” that’s not hysterical. The closest thing in terms of “business models” to the Brahma Kumaris is the mafia. They have a series of reputable, seeming respectful, even legal fronts but inside that it’s a completely different game, an international game, as some of the speakers said today. 
Now this is actually an appeal. You’ve seen the website. You can see the concept behind it. Most of the ex-cult groups fall into the “anti-ex” profile and I think they defeat themselves in that, because they get caught in the polemics, the Hegelian dialectics of two sides fighting. Our website is held together by bits and pieces of free software.  It looks good, but behind it we’ve had to fit all these bits together because nothing existed which was accessible to us.  It has absolutely broken the Brahma Kumaris open and it is actually helping them to improve and what we are trying to do, what we are doing, is to lobby them directly to implement duty of care and reform programmes. We are not antis, we are not attacking them. I think this  could be taken as an example and used for other groups and in fact. I think there should be an international data base of all groups using this model. Largely because the people concerned themselves contribute to the work. You don’t have to do the work.  You put the forum up and it happens. There exist commercial operations which carry out what we call “social networking” in the internet world, this is just one example which has all the parts that fit and work together. Ours could be improved. I would just like to make a call to somebody among the universists to speak to some software developers in the open source community who provide software for free to work on some model like this to apply to all NRMs. 
The Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University: This is what they say about themselves “The BKWSU is a Non-Governmental Organisation, affiliated to the United Nations, working towards world peace through personal change.” The Brahma Kumaris are in love with the United Nations. If I could ask for anything, I would like to separate them from that. If you look on Google you will discover that there are something like 77,000 pages connecting the Brahma Kumaris with the U.N. They have actually been punished by U.N. for over using the connection, over exaggerating it. They have relentlessly used this connection to validate their teachings, but the United Nations know nothing about such teachings. You can look at the BKWSU International web site: very sleek and well marketed. The Brahma Kumaris have invested a tremendous amount of money, energy and time into becoming something at the U.N. which really comes down to a table and a chair. They have a dedicated Brahma Kumaris at the United Nations web site. Now the purpose of the United Nations association is that the groups that associate with U.N. are meant to be doing what the U.N. wants and I think we all have a basic idea about what the U.N. is about. We presume that the U.N. are trying to bring countries and nations and people together. This is actually a quote from the Brahma Kumaris own web site: “During the tense years that preceded WWII, a group of spiritual men and women came together in the East, united by their commitment to the welfare of humanity as the founding fathers of the United Nations formulated a blue print for world peace and security, the founding members of the Brahma Kumaris were researching universal core values which they considered as necessary to restore individual worth and human dignity.” This is the wonderful sort of padding that they are capable of. That’s what they say they were doing. Luck had it that I found a text in the British Library of what they actually had said at that time. This is a new find. Nobody in academia has gotten to this until now. Brahma Kumaris in 1942 wrote to the Military marshals of the world, in the middle of WWII, and they are telling them “to suspend civilian law to enable marshal law and practise a scorched earth policy”. So in 1942 Brahma Kumaris were writing to people like the Vice-Roy of India, Ghandi, Kings, Princes and this is the sort of messages they were sending out telling them to basically destroy the world…  They actually believe that they are destroying the world they believe that WWII was a manifestation of their purification ritual of the world and of course they are going to inherit the world. So, typical of their predictions, the Indian Government is going to hand over power to the Brahma Kumaris soon, the whole world will recognise the Brahma Kumaris as God’s own instrument and that God has come to earth. 

The Thar desert which is this vast desert around their headquarters on the Pakistan border is to be full of millions of people, devotees coming to worship them. These people, their devotees (the words they use for worshipper or devotee is actually “baggot” which is a disparaging word) they would not use this word to describe another Brahma Kumari because they are Brahmans, they are enlightened, they are self realised, they are pure, you are impure not self realised, unenlightened…. all of you, everybody, every other religion…they are the only true religion.

So, what do the Brahma Kumaris actually believe behind this kind of New Age “Peace and light”? Destruction! The announced death of 6 billion impure untouchables to make way for a Golden Age of heaven on earth for 900.000 of their faithful followers. 
I would like people to separate the leadership of the Brahma Kumaris from the followers. They like to say they that they are all one – they’re not. There’s a tight little personality cult within the movement that I really call the Brahma Kumaris.  We are at present trying to analyse who they actually are. What they do believe is that they have started this destruction and that they’re going to make it by their Yoga Power. As a reward for that, they are going to get the best seats, which means that they are going to become the deities of this Golden Age world. And they will have a very specific hierarchy: emperors, kings and queens, subjects all the way down to cremators, depending on one’s efforts, what you do and don’t do, you’re going to be reborn. Of course these little old ladies that we know as the Brahma Kumaris are going to be the ruling class and if you stick in with them you might become one of their family or perhaps their courtiers or if you do something wrong such as going off and falling in love and having a relationship, well the best you might become is an undertaker – a body burner. So what they encourage people to do on the basis of this, is surrender their mind, body and wealth, everything. Dadi Janky, who is a star in New Age circles, has made jokes about this “the Brahma Kumaris say: we give our teachings for free but once you’re in we will take everything” and they really mean that, I’m talking about everything not just physically but also mentally and spiritually.

This screen shows one of their old themes which is how they picture present day earth as a hell and the destruction of it by a war between America and Russia. The big joke is that they’ve denied this in public. However we are collating all the media as they come along and they’ve denied that they actually believe this any more, they call it a transformation - Its OK guys, the world is going to be “transformed” - by nuclear wars, civil wars, natural disasters, continents are going to sink, the only places that will be left apart from India will be places where there have been Raja Yoga centres and they’ll become picnic spots for the deities, for the reincarnated Brahma Kumaris, to go to in their nuclear powered flying machines. I am not making any of this up; I am actually toning it down to fit in time. 

Well take a step, a step back, here we go again: “Wild science-proud Christian cats”, that’s us guys “fighting for the butter of world sovereignty” they’re doing this, picking a lot of Hindu metaphors and churning them up with their spiritualistic messages.

So what do they teach? They teach a 5000 year cycle . That means that in 5000 years time we will be sitting here among each other again, you will listen to me as you are doing today. This screen is an older version of the cycle, what the cycle means is that the first 2.5 thousand years was heaven, 2.5 thousand years was hell and somewhere around 2.5 thousand years ago the dinosaurs existed. They teach that there are three worlds. That God exists in the top world. We are a soul and instead of evolution they teach devolution. Humanity has come down from a Golden Age state to a hellish state and we see the Brahma Kumaris saving the world. This talks about 1976 destruction they’ve since removed this poster. Who is teaching this? God himself. And this is Lekraj Kripalani being possessed by God. The little point in his eye going red he is Adam his Brahma Kumaris partner was Eve. He is also Brahma, Vishnu and Shankar (which is ridiculous to a Hindu) he is being slowly deified. Their God is the God of all other gods. You can see how they are building these images: drawing in all religions to their religion. There are various different versions of the same message of course they are the supreme religion. This is the medium and in the middle here we have Dadi Janky feeding God which is one of their little shows that they have put on before. On this screen what is going on concerns various sorts of mediumships of previous members, of deities from the Golden Age, of deceased Brahma Kumaris. Actually, I think that the Brahma Kumaris are being possessed or overshadowed by spirits, whether real spirits if you believe in that, whether subconscious energies. From my own experience I would accept this. They have very powerful visions and lights and so on and though I don’t understand this and I don’t think people do but if people want to start understanding channelled beings they should look at two books which are the best ones on the subject – Joe fisher
 and M. Scot Peck
. 

The 8,000 branches of the Spiritual University are actually houses that people live in. There is no university. They say they are not a religion yet their founding articles say that they are there to ordain and maintain clergy. They say they are a Spiritual University and a registered charity to alleviate poverty. They have an income of £1 to 2 million a year, in the U.K. assets of £16 million and they have never distributed any wealth at all. They say they are promoting Hindus. They teach that they are not Hindus that Bakti Hinduism is ignorance.

I went to a lot of trouble here to actually show people that the Brahma Kumaris life 

is relentless. Every hour from 3.30 a.m. thru’ to 10.30 p.m. is taken up with meditation class, meditation, meditation, that’s a seven-day a week schedule, 7 days, 52 weeks there are no holidays. You don’t just go to church on one day a week. It is every day of the week. No sex, no touching, segregation, showering after going to the toilet, washing genitals after urinating, only keeping Brahma Kumaris company, no gods apart from theirs, no practises apart from theirs, no novels, no cinemas, no medias. You can only eat food that’s cooked by Brahma Kumaris, you can only eat vegetarian no eggs no onions and then inside that single day, your day is then broken down to hourly sections. This is a chart they use each week, cut into daily sections each month and then it is set into annual sections. So, I think if we were to look the standard definitions of cults they would score fairly high. 

This is actually their own copy of their principles. All through this talk we are relating to original documents, nothing made up. One of the things I am most concerned about is that in India, they’re actually requiring parents to hand over the dowries of young girls who want to join them in their teen ages so that they don’t run away and that their parents are not dumping unwanted daughters on them and to me that’s tantamount to slavery.

They are not teaching Raja Yoga. They claim to be teaching ancient Raja Yoga. It is not, it only existed after 1950. I want to tell you about was a friend of mine. This is all that’s left of her, it’s a death certificate. The coroner’s report says she died of multiple injuries consistent with a fall from a height. What he didn’t know is that she jumped from a five storey building. She killed herself on her second attempt after falling in love with one of the other members. The symbolic version of that is that God says that to have sex is like falling from the fifth floor of a five storey building and she killed herself in this way.  We are tracking suicides within the organisations. People hanging themselves in God’s house, women burning themselves in their houses, people that have financially given to the organisation killing themselves. One beautiful one in Delhi where someone killed himself in Baba’s room, that’s Gods room and then the sister in charge locked the door, went off to give class for one hour and a half, offered food to God, fed the people and then went back to take care of the corpse that she had left. On our website we list all of the names of all of the different fronts that they use and we are keeping them up to date. What we found luckily were some documents from the 1930s and 1940s which show the hidden truths of their religion. They had destroyed them, luckily I found them: letters to Ghandi, Queen Elisabeth, Vice-Roys of India and these original books and teaching posters. The significance of this is that they utterly contradict what they are teaching now. And among examples I’ve given, the biggest one is that for the first twenty years of their existence there was no God Shiva. So for twenty years they had a different God and nobody knows anything about their transformation. What happened was completely hidden and I mention this quickly really in order to question the credibility of the leadership and to show their modus operandi. It’s a fake history.
Achille Aveta
, (IT)
Free-lance author
“The Theocratic War Doctrine: Why Jehovah’s Witnesses Lie in Court” is the title of a 1998 booklet by Jerry Bergman
, Ph.D. (available from Witness Inc., P.O. Box 597, Clayton, CA 94517, USA). 
As Dr. Bergman wrote, «The teaching that “the truth should be told” only to those who have “a right to know” excludes all Watchtower opposers and critics, none of whom have a right to know the truth (Watchtower, June 1, 1960, p. 352. See also February 1, 1956, p. 78). … In answer to whom it is proper to use theocratic war strategy, The Watchtower, (April 15, 1957, p. 256) specifically states any enemy of “God’s organization” or the Watchtower Society, and those who “hate what it teaches” and “want to stop others from learning [about it] …”. In other words, a Witness is justified in using theocratic war strategy against anyone who interferes with the Watchtower’s work».
In Bergman’s booklet we read of Judge Bouska, of Kansas City, who, as part of a case before his court, concluded from his review of a Watchtower booklet, entitled Preparing for Child Custody Cases, that the booklet “was designed, and encourages, the Jehovah’s Witness to cover up some of their true beliefs and mislead the court as to what their beliefs and practices are with reference to children”. (An interview of Judge Bouska on a DVD, entitled “Battling Over the Children – Jehovah’s Witnesses and Child Custody Cases. Practical Guidelines for the Legal Profession”, is available from Witness Inc., P.O. Box 597, Clayton, CA 94517, USA).

To Judge Bouska’s testimony we can add a case from an Italian court, which came to the same conclusion as the American Judge. The case refers to a Jehovah’s Witness woman who sued her husband – a non-Witness – charged of obscenity in front of their son. Finally the non Witness man was discharged; but it’s very interesting to know what the Italian court has to say about the same question handled by Judge Bouska.

In fact, the First Section of the Tribunal of Bari (Italy) – with ruling number 1407/99 Reg. Gen. of December 11th, 2000, registered with the Chancery on February 5th, 2001 – notes: «Another Jehovah Witnesses’ booklet – the one addressing the question of the relationship of children with their unbelieving (non-Jehovah witness) parent, who, in a legal separation case, ends up having no foster care authority - turn out to be part of the hearing documentation … The booklet discloses precise and detailed instructions on how to lie scientifically in front of a court, in order to obtain the custody of the children or to baffle the right of visit of a mate with no foster care authority. The risk - openly dreaded by the Governing Body of Jehovah - “is that the unbelieving parent, may flatter the child with gifts, amusements and the like trying to nullify the impact of the education imparted in the fear of Jehovah” (reported from page 28 of the booklet)»
.  

The woman Witness appealed against that decision, but the Court of Appeal confirmed the decision of the lower Court. 

In fact, with ruling number 483 Reg. Ins. 03, registered with the Chancery on July 3rd, 2003, - Bari Appeal Court, Family Criminal Section, observes: «the first judge has performed a commendable and accurate critical examination of each individual element necessary to the judgment, providing the exposition thereof with wide, accurate and convincing motivation»
.

In conclusion, as Dr. Bergman says, «Jehovah’s Witnesses do not always lie outright, but they often lie according to the court’s definition – not telling “the whole truth and nothing but the truth,” which means the court requires the whole story, not half-truths». 

Elisa Pozza Tasca, (IT)
President of

“Penelope – Associazione Nazionale delle Famiglie e degli Amici delle Persone Scomparse” (NGO for Families and Friends of missing people)
She wished to appeal to all those present and other FECRIS associations for networking and collaboration because among the possible reasons for missing people the question of sects and cults had its place.

She encouraged people to visit the Penelope Internet site at: www.penelopeitalia.org and to communicate with it. 
Pamela Lichtenwalner (US)
Researcher and public educator

SCIENTOLOGY IN PUBLIC EDUCATION IN AMERICA
Participants interested by this subject delivered very briefly because of lack of time can contact Ms. Lichtenwalner at PSLichtenwalner@mac.com for an elaboration of her talk.
Part II

Potpourri – Exchange of information open to all participants

Lorita Tinelli
President of CeSAP

ARKEON 
a perfect example of “psycho-sect” in Italy.

As an expert in the field of the sectarian phenomenon it was already in 1996, through a number of requests for help, that I came across the Arkeon movement. During that period, the group had a different name and its modus operandi was substantially different from the one which has been adopted lately.
At that time the group followed the Reiki’s philosophy; a form of “intelligent energy” of divine origin which, through the initiations performed by the Master during the meetings, would start flowing freely in the hands of the initiated adepts. Such energy was supposed to possess the gift of healing both the physical body and the emotional sphere, bringing the emotions responsible for causing the disease to the surface. The group’s leader claimed his origins were those of the monk called USUI, the discoverer of the methodology. 

Until 2000, the Masters initiated by the leader were all called “Reiki Masters”, without distinction; it was only later that, with the establishment of the association called “The Sacred Path”, two different levels were introduced: the first level included the “Arkido Masters” while to the second belonged the “Arkeon Masters”. 

In the meantime, the founder, Vito Carlo Moccia, had elaborated a complex theory, trying to lend his own group an air of scientific value. The theory was mainly based on a dynamic “corpus” which changes over the years by drawing inspiration from various, more or less recognised, philosophical and psychological schools of thought. 

The work of the group is mainly focused on the parental figures or on long repressed emotions (anger, but also fear and emotional pain) which one may feel towards one’s parents. 

Through the application of various techniques, during the workshops organised by the group, the people were brought to a state of high emotional excitability and, at that point (generally during the first day of the 1st level workshop) they were asked to form circles, usually including from 20 to 60 people, in which the participants, who had to keep their eyes shut during the exercise, were invited by the Master’s words to go back to the times of their childhood and picture themselves as little children between 3 and 6 years of age, standing in front of their parents. 

At that point the Master asked them to “check” who was standing beside them and observe how they were feeling standing before that person. Some recognised their fathers, others saw their mothers, and also some visualised nobody and, according to the specific attitude and the personal history, these people started to cry in pain or scream in rage in front of those parents whom they had felt as distant, or who, in their eyes, had not given them the necessary protection, etc. according to the direction in which the voice and the commands of the Master were leading them. 
The people who escaped from the group describe that as a “striking experience” for both those who found themselves there for the first time and those who regularly attended the workshops. Simmering homosexuality is also one of the favourite theories inside the group. It is induced by an experience with a “perverted” mother venting her erotic charge on her child and, at the same time, refusing the baby the satisfaction of basic needs. Besides that of the perverted mother there is also the theory of the “paedophile” father. The paedophile is a tool in the hands of the mother, who uses him to achieve her aim which is that of keeping the children bound to her, preventing them from becoming adults. 

Most of the times, the paedophile entering the children’s lives is brought there by the mother (who is The One “giving her offspring to the Paedophile”), but can also be introduced by grandmothers, aunts, offering themselves to replace the mother in this function, but always in agreement with her. 

Without going into the details of such vast and complex theories, I will only summarise the results deriving from these experiences, on the basis of the case study carried out with the above mentioned group. 

The first requests I received came from parents who saw their offspring reject them accusing them of being perverse. Many sons and daughters, before leaving home, had thrown all their anguish at their parents claiming they had discovered the sexual urge of the parents themselves towards them. 

Obviously such memories did not match the actual reality. 

Later on, the requests for help I received, focused on what was taking place within the group itself. Through a series of exercises carried out during the workshops (“no limits”, the chair exercise ...), many people reported they had experienced physical and psychological abuse.  

As the Arkeon group is currently under criminal investigation I cannot go into further details, so I will restrict my narration to the events having as protagonists the members of the CeSAP. 

In 2005, following a complaint lodged by an ex follower of the Arkeon group to the Italian Questura (Police department), the DIGOS - the General Investigative and Special Operations Division of the Italian police expressly asked me for a detailed study on the Arkeon group, containing the data I had gathered since 1996. 

In January 2006, together with two former Arkeon’s followers, I was invited to a TV show, broadcast at national level, which was to dedicate three episodes to this subject. 
Following my appearance on television, the group’s leader sued
 us for aggravated libel, claiming for over 4 million Euros as compensation. 

In the meantime, in the FORUM section of our website, many former followers of Arkeon started to tell about their experiences of many years inside the group, confirming what had already emerged during the TV programme. 

Meanwhile, Arkeon had asked for an urgent provision for the closure first of the CeSAP’s website and then eventually of the FORUM itself. Such requests had reached the CeSAP already in February 2006.

At the same time, according to many former adepts, in April 2006, the leader gave his followers a kit to lodge a penal complaint for aggravated libel against two former adepts who had appeared on television during the first TV show in January 2006 and once again against me. 

Over 70 complaints were lodged against us through different Public Prosecutor’s Offices in Italy. 
In July 2006, the judge in charge of the civil proceedings dismissed the urgent request for the closure of the website, not only on the grounds of freedom of expression but also producing a declaration of praise for the activity carried out by the CeSAP in protecting victims from “false psychotherapies”. 

In October 2006, another TV show (Mi Manda Rai 3) of the National Broadcasting Service RAI, addressed the Arkeon case, reserving room for both, the victims and some representatives of the Arkeon group, including its leader. During the show it emerged that neither the leader nor his adepts possessed the necessary qualifications to perform the activities they kept on presenting during the workshops and the leader himself admitted to have experienced the abuses reported by the victims to the Police. 

Following the TV show, 9 requests for remittal of complaint arrived but, at the same time, many group’s supporters started an internet smear campaign against me and the victims who had reported the group to the authorities. 

Contemporaneously a criminal inquiry was started, which ended in October 2007 with a seizure order for Arkeon’s sites and activities and an accuse of criminal conspiracy for the purpose of fraud, sexual harassment, private violence, abuse of minors, misuse of the psychological and medical profession, and smear for 6 members of the Arkeon group, including its leader. 

Meanwhile, the civil proceedings against the CeSAP continued, until the commencement of a criminal action against Arkeon determined its suspension.

During the proceedings, the CeSAP has benefited from the effective support by the Order of Psychologists and the Codacons (the Association for the Protection of Consumers) which both instituted a civil action supporting the CeSAP itself. 

Such experience of collaboration has allowed us to understand the usefulness of a network made of subjects approaching the same issues, as point of strength in the protection against illegitimate attacks by sectarian organisations. 

My proposal today is right that of making FECRIS not only a network for the exchange of information among its member associations but also a POINT OF STRENGTH for all those associations which find themselves confronted with experiences like the one we went through as single subjects. These are experiences which, if faced by each on their own, tend to stop the activities performed and to weaken the association itself from both the point of view of internal strength and the economic one.

Working together with large institutions during the various proceedings can lead to sure victories, while awaiting more appropriate laws and, at the same time, collaboration demonstrates a strength proportional to that of the sectarian organisations which base all their actions on the knowledge that they only have to “fight” against voluntary associations. 
Claude Delpech & and Delphine Gérard, 
President of AFSI
 and Psychologist (FR)
BEWARE OF INDUCED FALSE MEMORIES

Our Association AFSI, created in July 2005, brings together more than two hundred families whose adult children unjustly accuse their parents of physical and sexual abuse that occurred in their early childhood, abuse of which they have no prior recollection and which they “discover” twenty – thirty – even forty years later, during or following so-called “therapy” sessions, based on the study of their early childhood memories that led them to these malicious accusations, resulting in an immediate rupture with their families.

Each family has its own history, but the technique is identical for the deviant therapists, often self-proclaimed, who use their power of suggestion to “induce”, through various mind manipulation techniques, acts of incest and physical abuse in their patient-clients, leading to severe psychological destruction. 

It is what we call the Induced False Memories syndrome.
The false memories technique can be practiced using two different methods:

· through a group, with a leader, a doctrine, and therefore a sect

· through individual therapy which practices memory retrieval techniques.

Both cases are a matter of mind manipulation. 

It is through our work on the sectarian phenomenon that we have observed the inducement of memories as a mind manipulation technique at the heart of certain sects. Then, in broader contexts, we noticed that certain psychological, psychiatric, psychotherapeutic or other practices could lead to the creation of false memories. The phenomenon thus greatly exceeds the problem of sects.

To describe these techniques, we can distinguish between several methods: manual methods of energy treatments associated with massages; intense and systematic psychotherapeutic methods which solve psychological problems and sicknesses; methods relative to therapies which take on diverse approaches, such as trans-generational analysis.

All of these healing methods rely upon the following shared premises: 

· The individual is considered in a physical, emotional, vibratory and mental global vision.

· Most physical and mental sicknesses have violent emotional shocks originally experienced in childhood. It is a question of trauma engraved in the body.

· It is by resurfacing what has been concealed that we heal.

From these premises come forward:

- theoretical principles which we can thus summarize: these therapies rely upon the belief that every memory is a piece of the patient’s actual history. The inscribed memory is a static and unchangeable image of a previous reality. Because every memory is considered a reality of factual history, the therapist, thanks to certain techniques, incites the patient to “return to the past to find healing”. The body and the mind are thought of here as reservoirs of authentic memories. To heal past traumas, the real objective of all these therapies, the therapeutic work consists of focusing principally on memories and dreams. These are then immediately interpreted by the therapist. The interpretation is not to be questioned; indeed it results in a major truth. 
- techniques: all sorts of psychotherapeutic techniques can be practiced as well as so-called innovative methods created by ambitious promoters. We described these methods in the MIVILUDES 2007 report. In brief, all of these techniques are reliant upon the idea that the body does not lie. Everything is engraved on it. So it must be decoded. Thus, in order to induce a state of deep relaxation, to encourage the emergence of memories from the body, various psycho-corporal techniques are used, such as massages, relaxation methods, the laying on of hands, energy treatments, respiratory exercises… Through these methods, the trauma experienced in childhood is located and interpreted by the therapist. Then, techniques similar to trans-generational analysis and psycho genealogy complete the psychotherapeutic step: “Genealogy as a whole is sick and condemned to repetition. One must sever ties with one’s family to free himself”.

To conclude, all methods having these basic premises and theoretic principles maximize the probability of inducing memories. Thus, to avoid inducing or leading to the creation of false memories, the therapist must practice in a strict and neutral manner. His professional ethics and personal qualities such as discretion and prudence are crucial in the accompaniment of patients. 

The goal of our association is to:
· welcome families in distress

· listen to them

· inform them

· provide them with information on the problem of deviant therapies

· in collaboration with competent authorities denounce deviant therapeutic practices.
In March 2006, during the Fecris (Federation of European Centers for Research and Information on Sects) Congress that was held in Brussels, we presented our entirely new association. Since then, things have evolved.

We became known in April 2006 with the publication of the Miviludes Report, which spoke of AFSI and False Memories… “as a deviant form of psychoanalysis…”

The president of Miviludes, during our meeting several months earlier, had understood our suffering for the parents in distress.

From that day on we began to be heard by the authorities.

In September 2006, AFSI was heard before the National Assembly by the Parliamentary Committee of Inquiry relative to the influence of movements with sectarian characteristics and the consequences of their practices on the physical and mental health of their minors. We alerted the members of this Committee of the damages provoked by the deviant therapists, self-proclaimed and often psycho-sectarians, who ruin and destroy their victims.

Since that hearing more than one hundred families have joined us.

By listening to all these families, who come from all over, we have conducted an analysis of the victims of deviant therapists.

Victims

Average age             33

Women                     79 % 

Men                          21 %

Location

Paris                         42 %

The Provinces         57 %

Belgium                     1 %

Education/Profession of the Victims

National Education            15 %

Medical Professions           11 %

HEC (Business Schools)    10 %

Engineering Studies            7 %

Performance/Plastic Arts    9 %

Therapists                             3 %

Professional Training          1 %

Other                                   44 %

The Therapists

Location:

Paris                                       43 %

The Provinces                       57 %

Professions:

Self-proclaimed Therapists       64 %

Physiotherapists                         16 % 

Psychologists-Psychoanalysts   10 %

Psychiatrists                                 7 %

Doctors-Homeopaths                   2 %

Professional Training                  1 %

We come across deviant therapists who work like certain sectarian movements:

· in partitioned groups

· by imposing Omerta outside of the group

· “therapy” sessions at unaffordable prices

· “financial punishment” if one of the group members disobeys the leader

·  and above all, the impossibility, or almost, of “escaping” the group…

   without pressure or threats from the group on the “dissenter”.

Deviant therapists can also be found in the arts environment and certain performance arenas. Several families have informed us of different organizations. 

We also encounter therapists who work at the centre of professional training groups. These very expensive training courses and sessions do not offer a single guarantee in regards to the diplomas obtained by the victims, but at the end of these training courses, sometimes scheduled over several years, some victims become “therapists” themselves and dispense the words of their “teacher” to the outside world with royalty payments afterwards… while others lose all conscience of reality and find themselves on the edge of a breakdown: suicide attempts, emergency hospitalization in psychiatric wards… 

It must be known that if a lot of families have, or have had, problems with the Law because of their children’s accusations, it is because the therapists encouraged their victims in this matter. It would be the “act” that would lead to their “recovery…”
· Some parents were heard as “witnesses”

· Others left their homes in handcuffs and were placed in police custody, 

   with questioning of the rest of the family and a search of their 

   premises…not a single charge was pressed against them

· Finally, other parents, now grandparents, were taken into custody, placed

   under examination during long months leading up to a trial, and

   were then cleared by the Court.

At the present time, none of the parents wrongly accused by their children have been acknowledged as being guilty. 

There is another problem that exists for the accused families. For those whose children have not lodged formal complaints against them, these parents will always be, in the eyes of their accusing children, those “presumed guilty for life…” in their family and circle of friends.

Very elderly parents recently told us that they are sick, that they are going to die and that their greatest regret is that their children will never know that they are innocent…
Grandparents are also worried about the psychological health of their grandchildren who they have long been deprived of seeing. When they see the psychological damage of their children, the grandparents ask themselves what will become of their grandchildren, having been kept away from their friends and family and who only know one side of the story, that of their parents or leader of the group.

Currently there are some families hoping to file a lawsuit to see their grandchildren again and some are doing so, but after a long and painful procedure, if they win their case, nothing can force the parents to comply with the Court’s decision.

The families often ask us: “Why, when we know the names of the deviant therapists who are destroying our children by destroying their path, can we not do anything against them…”

Some parents, acquitted by the Court, turned against the deviant therapist. But they were dismissed, for lack of evidence…and the so-called therapist continues to create new victims.

For several months now we have been receiving questions by parents from Belgium, Switzerland and even Spain. We have to come together as a group to make our problems heard by the European Parliament in Brussels and by the Council of Europe in Strasbourg: the more there are of us to react the better we will be heard.
To do this we need the kindness and goodwill of those who could provide us with information from their respective countries: what kind of aid is offered to the victims and their families in each country and what is being done about deviant psycho-sectarians.

Our association is young, having only been created in July 2005, and we have come a long way, but we have to go even further to make known, to all the families in pain and distress, in France as in Europe, that psycho-sectarian therapies should be sanctioned.
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· Afsi.fauxsouvenirs@wanadoo.fr
Branka Dujmić-Delcourt

President of the 
Centre of Information on sects and cults (CISK)
 (Croatia)

http://users.skynet.be/cisk/
MY IMPLICATION

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I thank you for giving me the possibility of announcing the creation of our non-profit association, CISK which I set up in Croatia. It is the first association in Croatia which tries to mobilise the public and the State in accordance with European law. I am Croatian (by birth) and also Belgian and have been living in Brussels for 20 years. Professionally I am a piano teacher. 

My mother (85 years old) was follower of Transcendental Meditation in Croatia, extremely naively, during 17 years. Both my sister and I suspected this group of not very clear activities. We did everything in our power to withdraw our mother from the influence of TM. Since then, the leader of TM, his followers and sympathisers - amongst them a lawyer - have shown their true face, whilst acting in an exceptionally aggressive way with surprising determination and fanaticism. They chose to launch a smear campaign against all her family in the institutions and media -- denigrate our reputation and destabilise our family and professional life. 
In spite of our efforts, we could not find any organisation (governmental or other) which could help us in Croatia. I have, however, found two academics who study this phenomenon: PhD Mijo Nikić, both a psychologist and a Jesuit and PhD Josip Blažević, a Franciscan Convent monk. 
In particular, I had contacted the association Contacts et Informations Groupes Sectaires (CIGS) in Brussels which opened the way towards the Centre d’Informations et d’Avis sur les Organisations Sectaries Nuisibles, (C.I.A.O.S.N.) in Brussels and FECRIS. Thanks to them I contacted the C.A.S. - Center for Anthropological Studies, in Belgrade, AGPF - Aktion für Geistige und Psychische Freiheit e.V., Germany, and Mr. Conny Larsson etc. 
Thanks to the daily newspaper Novi List in Croatia, several articles appeared in the press and also an interview with Mr. Friedrich Griess, the president of FECRIS; we also organised a Round Table on March 1, 2008.  The following Croatian lecturers gave presentations (PhD Berislav Pavišić, professor of penal law of the University of Rijeka, two psychiatrists Dr. Roman Nikolić and Dr. Branko Petris, Mrs. Sonja Klarić, psychologist, pt. Ivan Grubišić, sociologist and PhD Mijo Nikić ) as well as Mr. Friedrich Griess the president of FECRIS and Mr. Henri-Pierre Debord on behalf of MIVILUDES. Mr. Zoran Luković, the president of C.A.S of Belgrade gave a long interview in Novi List, by presenting the sectarian situation in Serbia, which is very similar to that in our country. The interest of the media (TV Kanal RI, NIT, TV Nova, HRT, RA in Rijeka and in Bosnia-Herzegovina RTRS) in the cult question was aroused.

According to my investigations in Croatia which counts 4,750,000 inhabitants, there are about 80 sectarian groups of various alleged sources: religious, esoteric, satanic and others. After the fall of Communism where the religion was pushed back, Croatia turned the page to the other extreme; the Croatian government voted a new law in 2002 which liberates the exercise of religion but ignores the existence of possible harmful sectarian groups. Between 2002 and 2007, 42 new religious groups were recorded. Satanic groups were discovered in the country by Mr. Nebojša Buđanovac, a social pedagogue who deals with problematic teenagers; he discovered that suicide attempts of young people between 14 and 17 years had been influenced by these groups. 

CISK wishes to work in a transparent way and in agreement with what is done in Europe. We would like to request your support for our action. That of FECRIS, of the Council of Europe and of the competent authorities of the European Union. CISK would like to stimulate the awareness of the Croatian State to the existence cultic problems. Your support would certainly contribute to our credibility and strengthen our project. Can the Croatian State ignore the Resolution of the European Parliament of 1996, the existence of FECRIS or the French law About-Picard? It is the mission that our association has given itself to keep informed and stimulate an awakening to the existence of these problems in Croatia. Thank you for your attention and collaboration. 

Rod Dubrow-Marshall
Dean of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of Glamorgan, Wales, UK,
Member of The Family Survival Trust

HOW TO IDENTIFY DANGEROUS CULTS, THEIR LEADERS AND THE HARM THAT THEY DO – HOW SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVELOPMENTS SHOULD INFORM GOVERNMENTS, POLICY AND LAW
Abstract : there was a Power Point presentation in Pisa
This short paper asks if there is a way of accurately and scientifically identifying destructive cults and the potential for harm for their members? Is there a way of being able to tell if a cult leader is dangerous and controlling and if the leader is likely to be causing harm to group members? Increasingly scientific research is providing some real answers to these questions which governments should not and can not ignore.


A short summary of some contemporary developments in research that addresses these questions can be outlined, focussing on the following key areas:

· The psychopathology of the cult leader – based on Lifton’s (1961) themes – how to convince the authorities that a leader is harming the people under him or her. A checklist of common traits can be presented from research undertaken in this field and used in the court room in the UK.

· The change in identity in the cult member – research on the Totalistic Identity Theory (Dubrow-Marshall 2007) will be presented. How to spot the changes in people’s identity and psychological make up when they join and get deeply involved in a dangerous group or sect.

· The pattern of harm or psychopathology amongst ex-members – research is increasingly identifying specific patterns of harm which relate to the sect or cultic group environment (e.g. using scales such as the Extent of Group Identity Scale (Dubrow-Marshall, Martin & Burks 2003) and Group Psychological Abuse Scale (Chambers, Langone, Dole & Grice 1994)). 

The implications for law and policy are wide ranging and profound and go across national boundaries. The developments in scientific research allows for measurement of the level of sectarianism in the group – of the leader’s undue influence on members, of the degree of ‘totalistic identity’ amongst sect members and the amount of psychological harm caused by the group. The courts will then have a legitimate basis to take notice of this evidence and act to protect people where their well being is not being protected or where the group is harming them. Most legal systems contain a ‘duty of care’ under which organisations have a legal duty to protect the safety of their members or employees, including their mental health and well being. This duty should be extended to voluntary organisations and to churches and political groups so that sects can be held to account in the same way as other organisations or individuals.
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THE CHILD IN A CULTIC ENVIRONMENT:
 contribution to a model of intervention by public authorities.

Our societies worry about cultism and call for special watchfulness with regard to children. The State guarantees personal freedom and the protection of its citizens. For this reason, its role is decisive to prevent and remediate child maltreatment (neglect and psychological abuse). But to speak about the "cult", is to pass judgement. 

Consequently, it would be an error to suppose a priori that the child receives inappropriate education because his/her parents adhere to such or such movement or because they reveal behaviours, attitudes and educational designs socially atypical or strange. Seen from another point of view, socio-educational conduct, socially integrated, might be seen as free of any cultic practice and any mention of undue influence might be qualified as imaginary. It then appears wise to turn to the social workers, specialists and those close, at first hand, to the child at risk or neglect and psychological abuse. 

Gilbert Klein (2005) explained the hesitant approach of French magistrates, because of an ignorance of the cultic reality. This also applies in the socio-educational or socio-medical fields. The situations of negligence or ill-treatment in the cultic context are dramatic and complex. They are however not very frequent and professionals on the ground do not acquire experience. Moreover, available literature rarely treats of the educational practices and the possible dysfunctions related to this context (Perlado, 2002).  

A first approach could encourage the training on cultic problems of some expert social workers. However, the quasi-clandestine existence of these groups, well used to discretion and even to camouflage with regard to the authorities, would rather require the creation of an effective networking on the whole of the territory which would favour early intervention. Indeed, one of the difficulties with which social workers are faced is in recognising the characteristics of this context and understanding the attitudes of the victims or their close relations that Maes (2001) described as co-victims with specific characteristics. We already know the difficulties of socio-educational evaluation in families and the effectiveness of camouflage created by undue influence. Here all that is multiplied. In a group with cultic characteristics, where influence is institutionalised (Maes, 2001), it is advisable to avoid, from the very start of intervention, the methodological errors which would not detect situations or which, paradoxically, would complicate them. The social worker who has not detected the problem, will not question the expert appointed for this purpose

The professional answer is theoretically simple and ethically correct: application of common law (Circular DGAS 2000). 
Indeed, to adhere to a cultic movement is not an offence. The social worker does not have to explain or justify his intervention with regard to membership of a Community but on the nature of the activities (Michel, 1997): deficiencies, educational negligence and maltreatment. The social worker is not asked to evaluate or gauge philosophical standards, be they of a minority or atypical, but when they endanger the health, safety, morality or education of minors (article 375 of the Civil code). 

Therefore it’s up to the professional to prove factually and through an irreproachable methodology based on a socio-educational evaluation, the risk, the negligence and the dangers with which the child is confronted.  At what stage does the refusal to let the child take part in social festivities (birthdays, Mother's Day..) become an inhibition to the child’s sociability? Is it prejudicial to send a 6 year old child to India, for a whole year, without contact with his parents? 
The Supreme court of appeal, in one case, estimated that the child did not present any mental or physical deficiency according to a socio-educative evaluation, that he had not expressed opposition to this change and that it was the parents freedom to want to transmit the teachings of the school which, after information, did not show any evidence that they had seriously compromised the health, morality safety or education (Appeal N° 01-82591, Vuillot, 17/10/2001). 
However, on the ground, the disturbances generated by this destabilising context cause sometimes anguish and a kind of paralyses of thought and action to such a point that the professional have the illusion of a loss of competence, knowledge and normal occupational practices. 

Similarly, in order to be relevant and efficient, the social worker must learn how to avoid the double trap of the religious context which will involve him on sterile and illegitimate debate, diverting the object of his action (social intervention) and the stake (child abuse or neglect). He will have to thoroughly study the socio-educational evaluations in unexplored and marginal contexts (Escurat-Grassac, 2000), where he must not only learn how to position himself with regard to standards which vary in the course of time; and according to the different cultures, but also vis-à-vis other educational norms and other ways of looking at the parental role with risks of erroneous appreciations in the face of unknown social and cultural marginalities (Girodet, 1993; Belsky, 1993). 
Finally, he will be forced to study his own implication. The cultic context certainly brings violence for the child, but also puts pressure on professionals which can only lead to blockages.

Radigois (2008) isolated four different kinds of attitudes of social workers in difficulty, and risks of failure when undertaking this type of social intervention. The problems are solved by methodological and institutional means (DGAS, 2000; Métivier 1988; Radigois, 2008). The expert social-worker would intervene in support of the social worker, certainly as a resource, but also as a guide in the face of the sense of threat and violence which he feels or supposes. From that moment on, in the prevention and the assumption of responsibility of children in a cultic context, it would be advisable to use the competence and the wide networking of social workers throughout the land, by offering them a thorough training centred on social work and not simply by giving them simple information on the cultic phenomena. In each department, a social worker (social, educational…) would then be apt to fulfil a mission of expert and resource professional alongside his colleagues and within his institution.
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POLISH EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM WITH REGARD TO THE CULT PROBLEM
Educational institutions have been an attractive point of reference for cults’ recruiters for a long time. A series of alarming occurrences of controversial groups penetrating schools could be observed in recent years. These groups declared their activity as “uninterested,” however, used this as a disguise to carry out recruitment of new members.

This activity was carried out in different ways. It could be a proposal of equipping a school library with books in exchange for personal contacts with readers as well as offering them books which promoted the cult’s doctrine. Foundations and sponsoring also turned out to be a method of recruitment. On one occasion was much ado about an incident when one of the groups almost took control over an orphanage. Its members bought sport equipment, teaching aids and tutored for free. They also had an effect on a primary school, situated nearby. Let’s add to this the casus of International Society for Krishna Consciousness, which ran a vegetarian lunchroom for children in one of Krakow’s primary schools. It allowed the society’s representatives to have daily contact with children beyond the parents’ control. 
Some offers were sent to schools secretaries formally and, among others, covered learning foreign languages, fast reading and mind training (e.g., Silva Mind Control). Unspecified companies also advertised offers for parents whose children had some school problems. In 1997, materials concerning an ecological competition were sent to schools by the agency of a school superintendent. The set included an offer of Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University and an invitation for a course of positive thinking.
Renting school rooms, after lessons, for their own purposes, was noted as well. It was also an opportunity to make a group dependent as well as enter into informal relationships with young people who stayed behind after school. A cult sometimes succeeded in presenting its offer during classes. By adopting the name of an association or foundation of an educational nature, these groups proposed conducting lectures or topical meetings. Without prior content control, it could have turned out that a school was involved in the indoctrination.
Call! We Will Come

The young people made an untypical offer to the Economic School Complex (Zespół Szkół Ekonomicznych) in Leszno: a performance in English. “Why not?” – the manager said, “it is a great opportunity for the students to improve their foreign language skills.” Nobody knew that they were members of a cult called the Family.
 At first, the performance was to take place in a hall of the Municipal Cultural Centre, however, the place was being renovated. Finally, the right place was settled – a school hall. In exchange for this, the tickets for students of this economic school were cheaper. Besides them, the students from the neighbouring Clothes School Complex (Zespół Szkół Odzieżowych) also came – in total about two hundred people. “It was a performance in which good fought evil” – one girl reports, “something like: Satan was about to win, but Jesus finally came and defeated him. They sang in English, danced a little. Generally it was fine.” After the performance, the actors engaged young people in conversation in English. Nevertheless, not all conversations were carried out in the presence of the school English teachers. The guests convinced young people that they could help them with their problems. They invited them to their place and told them not to tell anybody about it. It would be enough to phone them from a railway station, and they could pick him/her up there. It turned out that after the school performance the cult members phoned several people. A girl phoned who spoke Polish relatively well. She presented herself as Abigeil. She said that she wanted to remind the students and to encourage contact.

A journalist of Głos Wielkopolski newspaper succeeded in contacting the students who received a phone number from the cult. He asked his colleague to phone purporting to be a student. The phone was picked up by a girl who spoke English. After a while a second girl took the call – she spoke Polish; her name was Gloria.

“You said that if I had trouble, I could phone. I had a quarrel with my parents.”

“Where are you phoning from? From home? Come on Saturday, we have a meeting then. Phone from a railway station. We will pick you up."

“And what are we going to do?”

“We will sing, drink some tea, eat cake.”

“And will we pray?" – a pause. “Yes. We are Christians. You are also Christian, aren’t you?”

“Who are you?”
“We live here at our friends. We are friends. We help in an orphanage and a reformatory. Come. You will be able to talk.”

After two days the journalist himself phoned. A young girl picked up the phone. “Good morning! I am a journalist from Głos Wielkopolski newspaper. I have found out that you invite young people to your place. Can I find out why you do that?”
“Who are you? Aha, a journalist? Can you speak English?” – she spoke broken Polish, but it was understandable. It could have been possible that she actually spoke better than she demonstrated.
“Are you a religious group, a cult?” [sic]

“No! We live at our friends. Can you speak English, I don’t understand” – she repeated after all the following questions.

“Can I talk to anybody who can speak Polish?”

“No, there’s nobody.”

“With Gloria or Abigeil?”
“They aren’t here.”
“And maybe later, tomorrow will there be anybody who can speak Polish?”
“No, there’ll be nobody.”

“Tomorrow neither?”
“No!”

A Cult with Recommendation
A couple of years ago a storm was brought about by the activity of the Family in Legionowo near Warsaw. The case is not as recent, but instructive. In December 1993, two members of the cult came to local schools with a proposal to carry out talks about drug addiction and AIDS with the young people. During the talks with the management a place of a meeting was set – the headquarters of the Association of Drug Addiction Prevention (Towarzystwo Zapobiegania Narkomanii) in Legionowo.
Ten young people from one of the primary schools and a group of students from a secondary school came to this meeting. Three teachers from a primary school and an educator from a secondary school were also present. However, during the lecture it appeared that the guests did not speak about the subject agreed upon earlier. The meeting was made to look like a quasi-religious propaganda, and finally young people were asked to give their addresses. The cult was recommended by one of the police subinspectors – the chairman of the Association of Drug Addiction Prevention (Foster Division in Police Main Headquarters). He highly esteemed the moral message carried out by the Family Mission Assembly and he stated that it was “a new religious movement relatively well-known, also from TV programmes.” According to the subinspector, this group could be an alternative for pathological families. When the case saw the light of day, the school superintendent and the Ministry of National Education expressed great reservations about the cult’s activities in the schools in Legionowo. The town’s authorities ordered subordinate institutions to stop all contacts with the group. They also ordered that children, youth and parents be warned against this cult. Moreover, the Association of Drug Addiction Prevention was given a note to quit their presently occupied premises by the Housing Co-operative in Legionowo, and during a thorough analysis of this case it turned out that the cult members had carried out their activities even earlier – during youth camps organised by the above-mentioned association.
Caution Is Not Bad
The school authorities are responsible for the protection of children and youth against the activities of cults. It can be executed by broadly defined prevention, which consists of informing teachers, parents and students of recruitment and psycho-manipulation methods. It is also necessary to prepare mechanisms of controlling the content of lectures and actions of invited guest lecturers or “specialists,” but – as it sometimes turns out – teachers as well. After publishing an article about the Himavanti Confraternity Order (Bractwo Zakonne Himavanti) by Newsweek Polska in 2003, it turned out that a Polish language teacher from one of Bydgoszcz’s schools was connected with the cult. Then the Ministry of Education demanded carrying out control by school superintendents. Based on police data, they were to check out if Himavanti members acted in schools and could influence the young people in this way. It is commonly known that Himavanti is an extremely dangerous and unpredictable cult
.
The school managers often recognize a threat very quickly by themselves and do not allow school penetration. It happens in cases when the school rooms are refused to be hired, people entering a school are controlled and received offers and leaflets are verified. In particular individual cases the school managers ask specialists in this field for help.
It also happens that the reaction of school management to the school’s problems is as follows: “I can see nothing, I can hear nothing.” This is proved by a case from the Silesian Information Centre of Cults and New Religious Movements (Śląskie Centrum Informacji o Sektach i Nowych Ruchach Religijnych). In the second half of 2000 the office coordinator, Dariusz Pietrek, concluded an agreement with the Health Division of the Municipal Office in Katowice for conducting 55 lecturers for the students. The schools did not bear any costs; all costs were borne by the Municipal Office, making conditions extremely attractive. However, not all schools accepted the proposal. There was a refusal from a secondary school, which had a very good reputation.
It was as follows: Dariusz Pietrek phoned, presented himself and presented the offer of lectures. Then the school manager arrogantly said: “But Sir, our students are so intelligent, so smart, so discriminating, that they will not allow themselves to be caught by such mechanisms!” The Coordinator of the Silesian Centre did not conceal his astonishment: “If you do not want it, it is no problem, although I am surprised, because it is the first offer of this kind for six years; not to mention the fact that our training is generally chargeable, as we are a self-financing office, and here you are being offered a lecture for free.”
By coincidence, the next day some parents with a daughter who tried to free herself from a satanic group came to his office. During the conversation it turned out that the girl attended a very good secondary school… the same one that Dariusz Pietrek had phoned the day before. “I could not control my laughter,” he recalled. ”Immediately I explained my reaction.” Their daughter commented more emphatically: “Sir, there are few normal people there, there are people who take drugs, drink, and belong to various kind of subculture. A satanic group, of which I am a member, consists of at least seven people, and I do not know who else may be there”.
The situation forced the coordinator of the Silesian Centre to phone the secondary school manager the next day. “I heard her indignant voice, that I was not well-mannered, that she had explained to me once already that the students were intelligent and that she did not require any lectures,” Pietrek remembered. “I only said: Excuse me, you understood me in the wrong way, I do not want to persuade you to accept my proposal, because you told me this distinctly and I understood. I simply want to inform you that in your school there is a satanic group consisting of at least seven people. I have it confirmed, because the parents visited me a day earlier.” The manager imperiously demanded the girl’s name, but Dariusz Pietrek due to obvious reasons had to refuse.
Preventive Measures against the Cults
Due to the attempts of certain cults to interfere with the functioning of schools, certain preventive initiatives have been carried out over a period of years. The following initiatives have been undertaken in some school superintendents’ offices within this scope:
· instructions for school supervisors;
· training for school pedagogues, educators, methodological advisors, in addition to schools and district nurses;
· meetings with parents (talks, lectures, etc.);
· workshops and seminars for school pedagogues, teachers and head masters;
· psycho educational and therapeutic training for the youth conducted by the staff of psychological-pedagogical clinics;
· turns of duty of specialists (volunteers from cult-awareness organizations and educationists);
· publications in local educational periodicals;
· inclusion of the problem of new religious movements in the curricula of postgraduate studies and qualifying courses for teachers;
· inclusion of the problem of threats of cults in the curricula for courses in personal and social education, civic education, religious studies, and ethics;
· introduction of a call-in service
.
Within the scope of information, preventive and therapeutical activities, the school superintendents established also relations with nongovernmental organisations, associations and media
. Due to noticed activities of cults, it is necessary to maintain the execution of the above-mentioned initiatives. Though at present the organised cult groups trying to infiltrate schools are not so big problem as controversial training or therapeutical methods (mentioned at the very beginning), which are promoted in the educational environment. However, the analysis of these offers was not the purpose of this paper.
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Statistics

As some participants did not wish to be named in these acts, we here only publish the overall number broken down according to countries:
Austria


4

Belarus

1

Belgium

15
Bulgaria

1
Canada

1
Croatia


1
Cyprus


2
Denmark

1
France


20

Germany

8

Ireland


2
Italy


35 + 8 interpreters

Latvia


1

Norway

1

Poland


5

Russia


3

Serbia


2

Spain


3

Sweden

4

Switzerland

1

Ukraine

3 

United Kingdom
7
USA


2

Total


131 participants from 23 countries.

� A Comparison of Different Countries Approaches to Cult-Related Issues


Mike Kropveld, Executive Director, Info-Cult (Montréal)


FECRIS Acts – Hamburg - 2007





� Associazione Nazionale Familiari Delle Vittime Delle Sette, a FECRIS correspondent





� Squadra Anti Sette (S.A.S)


� Mission Interministérielle de Vigilance et de Lutte contre les Dérives Sectaires 


� Mission Interministérielle de Lutte contre les Sectes


� On April 3, 2008 authorities in Texas (Service of Child welfare) carried out a descent on the YFZ Ranch, (Eldorado in Schleicher County), property of a dissenting Mormon, fundamentalist and polygamous group, following a complaint for sexual abuse. To begin with they took along 137 children and 46 women. 





� Translator’s note: I have used “undue influence” but other translations exist of this phenomenon. Steven Hassan speaks of “Mind control”, others of “illicit influence or subjugation”, in Harrap’s dictionary this could be simply defined as “to have a hold over somebody; under the influence of…”





� OSCE-ODIHR Office of the democratic institutions and the rights of man of the OSCE 


�Opinion and information centre on Harmful Cultic Organisations (CIAOSN)


� Movimenti Religiosi Alternativi: Effetti Dell'adesione E Motivi Dell'abbandono �by Achille Aveta, Sergio Pollina, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 2000 �� HYPERLINK "http://www.bookfinder.com/dir/i/Scontro_Fra_Totalitarismi-Nazifascismo_E_Geovismo/8820928930/" �Scontro Fra Totalitarismi: Nazifascismo E Geovismo �by Achille Aveta, Sergio Pollina, Libreria Editrice Vaticana, 98 �


� HYPERLINK "http://www.ibs.it/code/9788821533334/pollina-sergio/nostri-laquoamiciraquo-testimoni.html" �I nostri «Amici» Testimoni di Geova�, Pollina Sergio, 1996, San Paolo Edizioni





� See Eugenio Scalfari, Nel peccato originale la coscienza dell’uomo. La Repubblica, March 11 2008.


� Joseph F. Rutherford, Conspiracy against Democracy.


� Jerry Bergman, Northwest State College, Ohio. Lying in Court and Religion: An analysis of the Theocratic Warfare Doctrine of Jehovah’s Witnesses: «While doing this research … I met a woman who showed me a scar on her upper arm that she said was caused by an acid burn. She explained that bribing a doctor to produce a scar on a child’s arm that mimicked the scar left from a smallpox vaccination, and then signing a certificate of vaccination [certifying that they were vaccinated] to enable the child to go to school, was a common practice among the Witnesses during the years of the Society’s ban on vaccinations. One can only imagine how many Witnesses or they children died of smallpox due to this practice of theocratic warfare to avoid vaccinations».


� Charity Commission’s Public Benefit and the Advancement of Religion. � HYPERLINK "http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/publicbenefit/pbar.asp" ��http://www.charity-commission.gov.uk/publicbenefit/pbar.asp�.





� The list of conflict fields was taken from the expertise by Potz & Schinkele „Die "Scientology-Kirche Österreich" - die Voraussetzungen für den Erwerb der Rechtspersönlichkeit als eingetragene religiöse Bekenntnisgemeinschaft, öarr 1999, 206-251, [The „Scientology church Austria“ – the preconditions to obtain the legal personality as a registered religious confessional community]


� United States vs. Seeger


� Originally presented as a power point document


�In Good Faith, the Report of the Swedish government on NRMs.  (Sweden : Rapporteur. Social Department,   Sou 1998:13.  I God Tro: Samhället och nyandligheten, p. 70 (in Swedish). Stockholm:Fritzes. 


Report prepared by Margó Ingvardsson, Sonja Wallbom, and Lars Grip, (I God Tro: Samhället Och Nyandligheten, Stockholm, Statens offentliga utredningar, Social departementet, 1998.) 


� BRIS (Barnens Rätt I Samhället) Sweden has a children' s helpline founded in 1980. It is a non-governmental and non-profit organization, politically independent and non-religious, which works for childrens’ rights and strives to support children in distress.  


� "Pour une didactique de l'esprit critique - zététique & utilisation des interstices pseudoscientifiques dans les médias", à l'adresse suivante :�� HYPERLINK "http://www.observatoire-zetetique.org/page/dossier.php?ecrit=2&ecritId=86 " �http://www.observatoire-zetetique.org/page/dossier.php?ecrit=2&ecritId=86 �


� Comments from here onwards are directly concerned with screens of the website.


� Lawrence A. Babb, “Amnesia and Remembrance in a Hindu Theory of History”, Asian Folklore Studies, Vol. 41, No. 1 (1982), pp. 49-66.


� Murlis : according to Wikipedia “mediumistic messages”


� Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual University


� Fisher, Joe, Hungry Ghosts: An Investigation into Channelling and the Spirit. World. Toronto: Doubleday Canada Limited, 1990.


� Scott Peck, is a Psychiatrist he wrote a best-seller 'The Road Less Travelled'," Brain/Mind Bulletin, 26 May 1986


� Achille Aveta is an Italian free-lance; he is also author of many articles and books on Jehovah’s Witnesses Movement.


� Dr. Bergman’s research on the mental health and history of Jehovah’s Witnesses has resulted in numerous books, articles, book chapters, several papers presented at professional conferences and a master’s thesis at Bowling Green State University in Ohio. A licensed professional clinical counsellor, he is the leading American expert on the psychology of Jehovah’s Witnesses; his experience includes having worked with almost 200 mentally ill Witnesses.


� To tell exactly, the Italian rendering follows: La Sezione Prima del Tribunale di Bari (Italia) – con sentenza n°1407/99 Reg. Gen. dell’11 dicembre 2000, depositata in Cancelleria il 5 febbraio 2001 - osservava: «Altro libretto dei Testimoni di Geova – quello concernente la particolare ottica con la quale viene considerata e trattata tutta la questione dei rapporti dei figli con l’infedele genitore non affidatario nelle cause di separazione coniugale – risulta inserito nel fascicolo per il dibattimento … In quell’opuscolo si rilevano puntuali e dettagliate istruzioni su come mentire scientificamente in tribunale, allorché si tratti di ottenere l’affidamento di un figlio o di eludere il diritto di visita del coniuge non affidatario. In quanto il rischio – apertamente paventato dal Consiglio Direttivo di Geova – “è quello che il genitore non credente, magari lusingando il figliolo con doni, svaghi o quant’altro cerchi di annullare gli effetti dell’educazione impartita nel timore di Geova” (cfr. testualmente pag. 28 di tale opuscolo)».





� To tell exactly, the Italian rendering follows: Con sentenza n°483 Reg. Ins. 03, depositata in Cancelleria il 3 luglio 2003, la Corte di Appello di Bari, Sezione Penale Famiglia, osservava: «il primo giudice ha fatto una mirabile opera di accurata disamina critica di ogni elemento utile ai fini del giudizio, dandone conto con ampia, accurata e convincente motivazione».





� Most of these themes were touched on very briefly, others did not even have a chance to speak but wished to give the information for publication in the acts.


� FECRIS correspondent


� 5th Nov., 2008 – Ancona - Dismissal of the charge of slander: the fact in question does not constitute a crime. The same had already occurred in Rome. Further attacks have already given rise to results, in Lorita Tinelli’s favour, here and there in Italy and at different levels of judgement.


� Alerte Faux Souvenirs Induits – Attention False Memories Induced, FECRIS correspondent


� FECRIS correspondent


� FECRIS member


� FECRIS correspondent


� The group was first known as the Children of God (1968-1977), afterwards – the Family of Love (1978-1981), later – the Family (1982-2003), and since 2004 its name is the Family International).


� See A. Jakubowski, Werbują w Lesznie? [Do They Recruit in Leszno?], Głos Wielkopolski 79: 4.


� M. Karnowski, A. R. Potocki, Bractwo nigdy nie wybacza [Fraternity Never Forgives], Newsweek Polska 46: 12-18; A. R. Potocki, Kuratorzy na Himawanti. Po publikacji [The School Superintendents against Himavanti. After Publication], Newsweek Polska 48: 7.


� Raport o niektórych zjawiskach związanych z działalnością sekt w Polsce [Report on Some Phenomena Connected with Cult Activities in Poland], K. Wiktor, G. Mikrut (Eds.), Ministerstwo Spraw Wewnętrznych i Administracji [The Ministry of Internal Affairs and Administration], Warszawa 2000: 55.


� Ibidem.
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